
                    

French-American Commemorations Part II 
From Besançon  to Vosges Mountains  

On the trail of the Soldiers of the 7th US Army           

Geneuille, September 16th, 2011 
 

On September 
09th, 1944, Pvt 
Albert Tamburine, 
7th Inf. Regiment, 
was killed during 
the Liberation of 
Geneuille… But the 
citizens of this very 
small village never 
forgot him ! 
In 2004  they 
inaugurated a 
monument to 
honor its memory. 
 

J. Claude Petitjean, 
Mayor of Geneuille 
the flag bearers, 
representatives of 
the City and John 
Shirley, as veteran 
of the 3rd Infantry 
Division, wanted to 
honor together the 
Memory of this 
Marnemen who 
came from Warren  
Pennsylvania, to 
take part in the 
Liberation of 
France… 
In France, nobody 
knows about his 
life, but nobody in 
Geneuille forgot 

that he died by bringing them the freedom… 

Since 2005, each year, French children decorate the grave of Pvt Albert Tamburine at the Epinal 
American Cemetery (France), during the “Memorial Days by Children of France”… 
 

        U. S. A.                       7th US Army              3rd Inf. Div.    36th  Inf. Div.     45th Inf. Div.                 FRANCE 
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L’Est Républicain, Sept. 18th, 2011 
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3rd Infantry Division 

John Shirley, French Veterans, Mr Petitjean, Mayor of Geneuille, Mr Belz 



Quenoche, September 16th, 2011 
 
“…Enemy rear guard and delaying forces south 
of Vesoul made our advance difficult during 
September 10-11. The 1st Battalion, 15th 
Infantry, advancing toward Vesoul, was held up 
by strong enemy resistance in Quenoche, 
encountering small-arms, machine-gun, 
antitank, Flakwagon, tank, and artillery fire. By 
1500, September 10, the battalion was on the 
outskirts of the town, and by 1900 the town of 
Quenoche was in our hands, although some 
mopping-up remained to be done…” 
From “HISTORY of the  3rd Infantry Division in 

World War II” 
Private Frank Taverni was 
killed during the battle of 
Quenoche… The Citizens of 
this City didn’t forget this 
terrible day… Some of them 
remember very well the 
bombardment, the 
destroyed houses, the 
destroyed Sherman on the 

road… After the battle, Georges Garneret, who 
was 17 at this period, found a dead American 
soldier under an apple tree (perhaps Frank 
Taverni ? )… Farther on, he found too a dead SS 
soldier, near his machine gun, under another 
apple tree… 
That day, after the ceremony, Georges Garneret 
showed to Robert Taverny, the son of Frank 
Taverni, where he found this American soldier, 
under the apple tree... 67 years after the battle ! 
Robert Taverni went several times in this village. 

 
      Plaque at the Cemetery                 Yves Galland, Mayor of Quenoche, Robert Taverny, John Shirley 

3rd Infantry Division  

 Frank Taverni 

L’Est Républicain 
Sept. 22th, 2011 



   Vesoul, September 16th, 2011 
 

 
Alain Chrétien and Jean Claude Ayala, Deputy Mayors of Vesoul, representatives of French Patriotic 

Association and citizens of the City received John Shirley to the School of the Boulevard Charles de 

Gaulle. At this place there is the tablet in the memory of the soldiers of the 3
rd

 Inf. Div. who delivered 

Vesoul on September 12
th

, 1944. After the offering of wreaths, Enzo Pochard, 11 year old, offered to John 

     
 

  
 

3rd Infantry Division  

Eric Vandroux, John Shirley, Jean-Claude Ayala, Deputy Mayor of Vesoul 

Enzo Pochard, Eric Vandroux, André Belz, John Shirley 

…E. Vandroux, C. Mantion, J. Shirley, J.C. Ayala, E. Pochard, 

M. Barçon,  Alain Chrétien, First Deputy Mayor of Vesoul 
John Shirley,  Alain Chrétien 

Pictures courtesy of Murielle Vandroux eric.vandroux@libertysurf.fr 

 

Shirley a poppy (flower of remembrance in the Anglo-Saxon countries) made with paper, and a « Bleuet 

de France (cornflower of France, the flower of remembrance in France)…  
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