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Report From The Wild Boars

By LTCc Gregory C. Baine
Commanding Officer, 2-30 Infantry

Forward Operating Base Rustamiyah Bn., 30th Inf.

Irag—Since arriving in eastern Bagh-  NPs are just one part of a triad of
dad in December 2007, Combinec Iraqgi Security Forces (ISF). The other
Functional Team (CFT) Wild Boar, two organizations are the Iraqgi Police
2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry, has beer (IP) and the Iragi Army (IA). All
patrolling the streets hard. Thisthree forces operate in eastern Bagh-
would normally be a tremendous un-dad, but it is NPs who walk hand in
dertaking to an American unit new to hand with the Wild Boars, said Kraft.
Irag, but CFT Wild Boar’s new part- NPs are a professional organization
ners, the Iraqi National Police (NP), modeled more from the Army than
have ensured the task hasn't been <the police, and they have proven to
difficult, said Maj. Nelson Kraft, be an effective national police force
Toledo, Ohio, executive officer, 2nd (See Iraqis take lead on page 4)

THE “"ROCK OF THE MARNE"”
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A lot of copies of the 30th history have passedugh my
hands. | have either sold them or given them toltteand 2d
Battalions. | was left with only a poor copy whicismembered
so | could scan it for articles for tigiscan ReporterRecently, |
decided to scan the entire history in order to hakecent copy
for myself. | omitted some pictures due to poorliggand in-
serted some from other sources. The completed pradill not
be as good as the original but | can live with it.

| wanted to make a point is the reason | am inclgdti in this
newsletter. As | scanned it and proofed my workyats depress-
ing to a certain extent. It seemed all those memewseing
wounded and killed again. | only lasted until 2dgist 1944. As
| went through the book, the names were replaceatklynames.

The Society is grateful to the following members thieir gener-
ous donations: Lee Hatfield, Norval Knouse, Billh##z and
Malcolm Sweetman.
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Special Life Members
Submitted for life membership by their buddies

Bensley, Vernon L., S/Sgt., Co. C, KIA 9 January 1945 Lovig, Howard D., Sgt., Co. I, killed in action on Mt. Ro-
World War |l. tondo on 9 Nov., 1943. World War II.

Bernstein, Louis, Pfc., Co. C, KIA 15 March 1945. World McHarg, James J.,T/Sgt., Co. A. Killed in action during
War Il crossing of Lech River near Augsburg, Germany on 2B
Boros, Steve P., Jr.Tech. Sgt.,, Co. C, (Co. First Sgt.) April 1945. World War II.

World War Il. Modro, LeRoy T., Pfc., Co. C. KIA 15 March 1945. World
Buss, Fred,S/Sgt., Co. D, World War II. War Il

Canestrale, Peter,Co. M, captured at Holzwihr in Jan., Moreland, Paul L., Pfc., Co. M, World War 1.

1945. World War 11. Phillips, Wiley W., S/Sgt., Co. C, World War II,
Davis, Rondal N.,S/Sgt., Co. C, World War Il. (Deceased) (Deceased)

Dykes, Samuellst Lt., Co. M, World War Il. KIA Polenchar, Joseph E.,S/Sgt., Co. C, World War II.
Dugo, Carl S., Pfc., Co. L. Killed in action in Sicily in (Deceased)

1943. World War 11. Potash, Philip, T/Sgt., Co. M, World War Il.

Gerschutz, Norbert E., Cpl., Co. C. Killed in action 24 Ray, Deamous I.,Pfc., Co. M. Died of wounds suffered
February 1945. World War 1. near Garibaldi's Tomb on the Anzio Beachhead inilApr
Goodin, Hayward, 2nd Lt., Co. L, World War Il. 1944. World War 1.

Handy, Daniel H., Pfc., Co. B, World War Il. Killed in Sabo, William (NMI), S/Sgt., Co. C. KIA 29 March 1945.
action near the Volturno River on 23 Sept. 1943. World War II.

Hoaglin, John R., Sgt., Co. C. KIA 9 Nov., 1944. World Schamma, Jesse T.,S/Sgt., Co. C, World War Il
War Il (Deceased)

Keesee, Elmer D.E4, 1-30 Inf., Peace Time. Showers, Howard L.,S/Sgt., Co. C. KIA 23 January 1945,
Kenyon, Donald D., Pvt., Co. C. Killed in action at Cis- World War IlI.

terna on 1 Feb., 1944. World War . Smolik, Jerry (NMI), S/Sgt., Co. C. KIA 15 March 1945.
Knight, Samuel P., Jr., 1st Lt., Co. K. Died from wounds World War IlI.

suffered on Mt. Rotondo in 1943. Tapley, Elbert (NMI), Sgt., Co. C, . KIA 12 April 1945.
LaBelle, Edward C., 1st Lt., Co. C, World War Il. World War IlI.

(Deceased) Weinberg, Isadore, Pfc., Co. L. Died in 1943 of wounds
Lawing, Elmer H., S/Sgt., Co. C. KIA 24 January 1945 suffered during Kasserine Pass battle. World War
World War II. Wells, Franklin E. Jr., Pfc., Co. B, World War .

Lewis, Harry M., Lt., Co. L. KIA 12 July 1943 in Sicily.

World War II.

It's been a while since I've seen you and afteringafrom Colonel Murray, | decided to submit a rines
tion for Special Life Member. Norbert Gerschutz,onlias mentioned in a recent issue, made quite presn
sion in the few weeks he was with us. He was KIA2#ruary 1945 and Captain Murray was by his sidernw
he died. His remains were sent to Ohio where lesktas a pallbearer at his funeral. We visit hizvygnahile
tending family graves. Norbert was one of the meaplacements we received who had Christmas at ho
with their families before being flown to Francedamshed to the front lines.

His time in service was exemplary and | know Coldviarray will agree with me that he warrants thies
cial designation.

Norval Knouse

If you would like to list someone special abovestjlist their name, rank and unit and send to 38peA Bend

St., Crockett, TX 75835 with a check for $50.004dalg to the Society of the 30th Infantry Regiment.
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Last Roll Call

Belanger, Roger R.,P. O. Box 746, Oakland, ME 04963. Co. K during WW2. He was not a member. Reported
Date of death unknown. Roger served with Co. Krduri Carl Topie.

WW2. He was a life member. Reported by his son Ken. Natale, Nicholas S.,of 11201 Cinnamon Blvd., North

Fairall, Charles 1., of 2011 Gov. Thomas Bladen Way, 103 Royalton, OH 44133, died June 2007. Nicholas sewitil
Annapolis, MD 21401-6969, died 23 Sept. 2007. Gsarl Co. K during WW2. He was not a member. Reported
served with Co. B during WW2. He was not a member. Carl Topie.

Flynn, Martin Louis, died 4 January 2008. Louis served as Pittinger, Nelson M., of 5426 Shookstown Rd., Frederick
a Pfc. with Co. C during WW2. He was not a memBar- MD 21702-1558, died 1 Sept. 2007. Nelson servea Hst.
ported by Art Weldon. with Co. C during WW2, He was not a member.

Harper, Dorothea, died 19 February 2008. She was the Rosebury, Richard W., of 8168 Crown Bay Marina Ste
wife of Bill Harper who served with the 601 TD Bauring 310, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00802, died 18 Asigu
WW2. 2007. He was 88. Richard served as a Captain wét80th

Kuzma, John J., of 620 N Jefferson St., Saint James, MO Raider Platoon. He was a life member.

65559-1926, died 25 November 2007. John servedSzg.a Terrinoni, William E., of 586 Gravel Pond Rd., Clarks
with 3d Med during WW?2. He was a life member. Summit, PA 18411, died 4 Feb. 2008. William serwéth

Massey, Herman E.,of 709 NE Galilean St., Port St. Co. C during WW2. He was a life member.
Lucie, FL 34983, died 28 April 2007. Herman servesith

3

RICHARD W. ROSEBURY

He was cremated and his ashes will be flown to
lington for a funeral with full Military Honors. He
was one of our first members. He was always se
ing me information for the newsletter as long as
Funds on hand, 12-1-07 $3,044.53 was able.

DID YOU KNOW MY GRANDFATHER?

FINANCIAL REPORT
Covering Period from 12-1-07 to 2-29-08

Income:
Regular dues $ 100.00 My Grandfather served with Co. A of the 30th Infa
Life dues 50.00 try Regiment from North Africa into the occupatio
Donations 190.00 3 ggg'gg He died in 1987 when | was 17 and we never got
e talk about his service. | would like to locate same
Expenditures: who knew him dl_mng the war. His name was Jose :
Friscan Reporter 523.00 George Semancik and he was from Hayes Stre¢
Mailing expense 103.09 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
Bulk mail permit 175.00 Chris Semancik
61 Garland Dr.
801.09 Carlisle, PA 17013

717 249 8615

(Continued from page 1) know that our “Boots On the brigade, Captain Motzenbecker is our
ners—their newest name is “Sons o Ground” date is 25 July 2008. The single source for redeployment infor-
Irag”. Over fifteen hundred of these BOG date is defined as 51% of the mation. | encourage all Families to
local patriots help us find the bad brigade being back at Fort Stewart. continue working with the Rear De-

guys, point out IEDs, and allow us tc  Based on that BOG date, and outachment Commanders and Family
better understand the needs of thunderstanding of the tasks we mus Readiness Groups to dispel rumors.

Families returning to an area de-accomplish in Iraq, we think our Sol- It is difficult to capture in just a

stroyed by two years of Al Qaeda diers will be home a few days earlielfew sentences how different your
rule. The most effective way to se-than 25 July, 2008. | believe we will Soldiers’ Arab Jabour experience has
cure the population is by living know our redeployment dates no ear been from previous OIF rotations, or
amongst them—and why Patrollier then mid May. Regardless of what other battalions have faced dur-
Bases Murray, Red, and Hawke:what you hear from your deployeding OIF V—every sector is different.

were built. We continue that effort Soldier, or the friend from another Many difficult days have occurred; a
with platoon sized outposts named A
Assad (Lions Den), Al Mizan (Scales
of Justice) and OP Gator. These out

posts are absolutely Spartan living 1/30th Soldier Awarded Bronze Star with
but have allowed us to move into for- Valor

mer AI QaeQa@. strongholds'— Sgt. Kevin Stabinsky2nd BCT Public Affairs
reassuring the civilians that terrorists
cannot come back, and building the
trust and confidence necessary t
move forward together.

Our focus over the next ninety
days is helping the Iragis with basic
needs: electricity, drinking water, and
employment. Al Qaeda broke anc
stole everything from the power lines
to water pumps; furniture to water
faucets. Our Soldiers have providet
thousand of gallons of water and fuel
thousands of meals, and walkec
many miles of power lines to under-
stand the tasks ahead of us. We a
also working with 2BCT and our
Iragi friends to reconnect the govern:
ment to the people. This effort has Co
been frustrating at times. Arab
Jabour’s bad reputation was well de
served, but changing Baghdad’'s per
ception of our area is necessary ti
gain critical government support for
infrastructure repair and establish-
ment of sustainable security. Esser
tial services and governance are criti
cal to prevent insurgents or terrorist:
such as Al Qaeda from returning ant
exploiting the people’s dissatisfac-
tion.

We continue to focus on the task
at hand—our sector remains dangel
ous—but the staff has begun plan
ning for our redeployment. Rumors
of an early return of loved ones are
inevitable, but never helpful. We

Forward Operating Base Kalsu,teammates, including Trump and
Irag—Soldiers in the 1st Battalion, Staff Sgt. Mountain Robicheau, took
30th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade action. Robicheau directed vehicle
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, recovery operations and Trump ran
took time Nov. 22 to thank a fellow up to the hatch and pulled Elliot from
Soldier for actions performed in the his position.

line of fire. In addition to keeping his wits and

Sgt. Michael Trump was awarded combat skills about him, Trump also
the Bronze Star with Valor in a cere- managed to keep his sense of humor.
mony at Patrol Base Murray. “The first thing he said to me was

Trump’s heroic acts occurred dur- ‘you got vyourself 35 promotion
ing what started as a routine combe points’ (for a Purple Heart),” Elliot
patrol that morphed into anything but said.
typical. Trump, who said the only thing he
On July 24, 2007, a squad ofwas thinking about was the condition
mpany A Bradley fighting vehi- of his fellow Soldiers, pulled Elliot
cles was conducting reconnaissanc from the driver seat and to a safer
operations in Maderiyah hunting for location. Placing Elliot in a safer area
terrorists and insurgent resourceshe began basic first aid on Elliot's
Pfc. John Elliot, the driver for the wounds, which included a six-inch
lead vehicle, pulled his vehicle up to laceration on his foot, a broken heel
a fork in the road. and multiple sprains in his ankle.

“I knew there was an improvised  While he worked on Elliot, the
explosive device on the right, so Irest of the Bradley team worked to
turned left,” Elliot recalled. maneuver a second Bradley to re-

Unfortunately, he was in a no-win cover the downed vehicle. Leading
situation, and driving down the road the efforts was Robicheau.
his vehicle rolled over an IED. As the second Bradley moved into

The next thing Elliot remembered place, it set off another IED. The
was feeling the wind sucked out of blast, which injured several Soldiers
him and not being able to feel hisin the Bradley, threw Robicheau 10
right leg below the knee. feet in the air, causing him to land

While Elliot lay in pain, his fellow hard on the ground.




Although he said he was able to get back on hig fecinspires his own Soldiers whom he now leads.
Robicheau was unable to walk due to torn ligamankds “During a time when help is needed, you can stand
ankle; he also had a broken nose. up,” he said. “Even in harsh conditions, you calh [ser-

Trump was outside the blast area treating Elliot, b form admirably.”
immediately set to work rescuing the latest camsalt

He rushed to Robicheau’'s aid; despite the threat
additional IEDs; Trump grabbed his team leader eamd
ried him to safety.

“If you're in a bad situation, you want someone tc
come and help you,” Robicheau said. “He did that.” (Iraqis take lead from page 1)

After a quick assessment, Trump saw there were more
seriously injured Soldiers, left Robicheau and Ipege that is much like our National Guard, he said.

evacuating Soldiers trapped in the second Bragle§ing There are three significant reasons for the sucetss
two of the more seriously wounded out to safety. the NP in eastern Baghdad; the first is motivaredis,
“I kind of just put myself in their place,” Trummisl.  said Lt. Col. Greg Baine, Beaumont, Texas, commande
Overall, nine Soldiers were injured. Two were ewded 2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Each NP Soldier is a voluntedo
to the Walter Reed Army Medical Center, four were wants nothing more than a Safe’ secure and Stmp |
ground evacuated to combat support hospitals i Bked  Baine exclaimed. Their thirst for safety is furthe
the other three were treated by local medics actbo® quenched by the Superior leaders the |raqi govannme
Had it not been for the actions of Trump, the iecid has assigned to command the NP’ he stated.
could have been much worse, Elliot and Robicheé The second ingredient is NP Training Teams (NPTTs),
agreed. ~which consist of active-duty Army officers and none
“He definitely went above what he had to do,” Hllio missioned officers who were trained in the Uniteat&s
Sa|d “He took a medic’s pOSition. He's def|n|t@ye of a to Coach’ teach and mentor NPS, exp|ained Kraﬂ_”y"r
kind.” the Army has put its best foot forward with thigtiative,
Trump doesn’t see himself as different than thé oés he said.
his team. “We've been training together and workiog The third ingredient is the Wild Boars themselves.
gether for over a year. We're a pretty tight crevere like  The Soldiers of CFT Wild Boar are as motivated ey e
a Family,” Trump said. to help the NP become the fighting and defensiveefo

~ Like Family members, Trump said he feels that any (the people of Iraq deserve, said Baine. Every dam-
his fellow 2nd BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Soldiers, with wm he  pjined patrols of NP and Wild Boars conduct opertitn
serves would be willing to step up and deliver h#lp protect the population of Iraq and ultimately titins the

needed. __country’s security completely over to ISF, he dlate
Trump, who has been moved from a gunner’s positic

to a team leader in 2nd platoon, said he hopesxaisple

o > . ’.'. g % o ; “. 3 ?:’“ Saal w
,,-_. P ol PP | y. ™ 00, WX B B

- - Nicholas Towne, Plymouth, Mass., Team C, CombinadcF
Major General Rick Lynch, Commander of 3rd Inf. Bien, tional Team, 2d Bn., 30th Inf., provides securitifhman Iragi

pins Bronze Star with Valor on Sgt. Michael Trump. National Police officer while on patrol in east&aghdad.
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many potential recruits.
“So...we either win it—or lose mall.”

it—and you ain't gonna like losing.
“America is not at war. The mili-

tary is at war. America is at the occupied.

According to the remaining resi-
dents, insurgents had come through
and told them Soldiers would destroy
homes and kill families when they

arrived.

The few families who did remain,
though cautious at first, warmed up
to Soldiers of Company A, and vol-
unteered information on locations of

1/30th Inf Completes Operation Browning
By Sgt. Luis Delgadillo
2nd BCT Public Affairs
From February 1, 2008The Frontline

lethal traps left behind by insurgent

FORWARD OPERATING BASE illegal weapons. forces. _
KALSU, Irag—For three days, Coali-  Coalition troops found two AK- ~ Over the next two days with the
tion Forces weathered harsh cold an 47s, four hand grenades, a handgu assistance of their supporting ele-
deadly pressure plate improvised ex and ammunition for the weapons in ments, Soldiers found a weapons
plosive devices to secure a footholc their possession. cache and a total of 12 IEDs consist-
in southern Arab Jabour, beginning  Staff Sgt. Nicolaas Koomen, in- ing of various victim-operated initiat-
with an air assault Jan. 20. fantry squad leader with 3rd platoon ing devices.

Infiltrating areas dominated by al- said the two were on the battalion’s ~The air drop of food and water
Qaeda in Irag, infantrymen of Com- most wanted list. came the night of Jan. 21, and the
pany A, 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry  Since their arrival to Arab Jabour ground assault convoy consisting O_f
Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combatlast June, 1/30th Inf. Regt. has pur Other headquarters elements made its
Team, 3rd Infantry Division began sued insurgent leaders in an effort t(way toward the troops.
their push through the farm fields.  eliminate AQI's intimidation and in-  The headquarters elements were

Capt. Neil Hollenbeck, Company fluence of the farming community’s 1ed by a route clearance team of Sol-
A commander, and his Soldiers residents. diers from 1/30th Inf. Regt., who had
would be initially cut off from With the assistance of CLCs, been clearing roads to the Soldiers
ground supply lines. They would 1/30th Inf. Regt. was able to domi- for days.
have to pack enough food and wate nate northern Arab Jabour and othe ~They reached Company A the
to sustain themselves for three day surrounding areas, effectively elimi- evening of Jan. 22 and continued
while arrangements were made tcnating AQI's ability to blend in with Past, clearing vital routes near the
have supplies flown into the territory the local population. area. _
which had never seen a sustaine This brought about a wave of “I'm very pleased with the out-
Coalition presence. change, resulting in people taking come so far,” Hollenbeck said. “I am

Hollenbeck’s first and third pla- responsibility for their own security Not at all relaxed about everything we
toon, a team of, snipers, and Armyin the area. have left to do.”
explosive ordnance disposal team,  Insurgents fled south and re- Hollenbeck attributes much of the
dog team and a tactical psychologice established defensive perimeters cor SUcCess to intense methodical _plan-
operations team made up the assau sisting of PPIEDs, house-borne IEDs Ning, the experience and expertise of
ing force. and various other explosive traps fo his Soldiers and the contributions of

CLCs, acting as guides for the Coalition troops. vital enablers such as EOD and mili-
troops, were from the area and ha  “This is the place where we've tary working dog teams. _
been driven out of their homes by al- pushed all the al-Qaeda to,” said Sgi ~ With much left to do in their ef-
Qaeda insurgents. Walter Wood Jr., an infantry team forts against AQI influence in South-

Arriving at their destination, one leader with 3rd platoon. “They have €M Arab Jabour, Hollenbeck and his
platoon built up defensive positions no place to go but across the river.” Soldiers have now dug in.
while another went out to clear build- Koomen, a native of Redman, They've established a base of op-
ings and investigate a report of twc Ore., said the first day’s operations erations and are ready and able to
insurgents killed by an air weapons went off without a hitch and he hopec Project the necessary combat power
team earlier in the day. the coming days would bring them needed to deal with areas still occu-

With daylight running out, Sol- more of the same. pied by AQL.
diers of Company A, 3rd platoon The streak of good fortune would
found the dead insurgents in thecontinue.
driveway of a dilapidated farm house = Searching nearby homes, Coali
A search confirmed the two men haction Forces found only a handful still
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started his flight, Cher Ami delivered tries and complain to them about our
the following message: President. Instead, they made upbeat

“We are along the road parallel tg films and entertained our troops to
276.4. help the troops’ morale. And a bunch

“Our own atrtillery is dropping a even enlisted. And imagine this:
barrage on us. Teachers in schools actually started

“For heavens sake, stop it.” the day off with a Pledge of Alle-

How many did “Chips” save? giance, and with prayers for our
Probably not 194, but with 200 men country and our troops!
in a company, he possibly saved a “Back then, no newspaper would
lot. have dared point out certain weak

One story | read stated Cher Am spots in our cities where bombs could
got a wardroom on the way home be set off to cause the maximum
The French awarded him a Croix De damage. No newspaper would have
Guerre with leaf. “Chips” had his dared complain about what we were
Silver Star taken away. doing to catch spies.

I do not believe any G.l., even “A newspaper would have been
those who were awarded a Silver laughed out of existence if it had
Star, would object to “Chips” being complained that German or Japanese
awarded a Silver Star. soldiers were being “tortured” by
being forced to wear women’s under-
wear, or subjected to interrogation by
a woman, or being scared by a dog or

uchipsn

did not have air conditioning.

“There were a lot of things differ-
ent back then. We were not subjected
to a constant bombardment of por-

Opinion by: Pastor Glen Aycock
You Ain’'t Gonna Like Losing
(Unknown Author)

nography, perversion and promiscu-
ity in movies or on radio. We did not

have legions of crackheads, dope
pushers and armed gangs roaming

“President Bush did make a bac people stuck with the President be
mistake in the war on terrorism. But cause it was their patriotic duty.
the mistake was not his decision t¢ Americans put aside their differences

: ) : . . " our streets.
go to war in Irag. Bush’'s mistake in WWII and worked together to win “No. President Bush did not make
came in his belief that this country is tha‘t‘ war. a mistake in his handling of terror-
the same one his father fought for ir Everyone from every strata of . . ,
. . . .~ ism. He made the mistake of believ-
WWII. It is not. society, from young to old pitched in. ina that we still had the courage and
“Back then, they had just come Small children pulled little wagons 9 9
o . fortitude of our fathers. He believed
out of a vicious depression. Thearound to gather scrap metal for th . :
. that this was still the country that our
country was steeled by the hardshijwar effort. Grade school students
; : . ; fathers fought so dearly to preserve.
of that depression, but they still be- saved their pennies to buy stamps fc “It is not the same. country. It is
lieved fervently in this country. They war bonds to help the effort. now a cross between Sodom {;nd Go-
knew that the people had elected the  “Men who were too old or medi- morrah and the land of Oz. We did
leaders, so it was the people’s duty ti cally 4F lied about their age or condi- unite for a short while after '9/11 but
back those leaders. tion trying their best to join the mili- ; y

. . our attitude changed when we found

Therefore, when the war broke tary. Women doubled their work to -

. : . out that defending our country would
out the people came together, rallieckeep things going at home. Harst require some sacrifices
behind, and stuck with their leaders rationing of everything from gasoline q“We are in areat daﬁ er. The ter-
whether they had voted for them oito soap, to butter was imposed, ye rorists are fanzgtic Muslings .The be-
not or whether the war was goingthere was very little complaining. lieve that it is okav. even .their )(;ut
badly or not. And war was just as “You never heard prominent peo- . Y. %

) o . L . to kill anyone who will not convert to
distasteful and the anguish just a ple on the radio belittling the Presi- Islam. It has been estimated that
great then as it is today. Often thercdent. Interestingly enough in those i .

R . about one-third or over three hundred
were more casualties in one day irdays there were no fat cat actors an million Muslims are svmpathetic to
WWII than we have had in the entire entertainers who ran off to visit and . ymp .

. : . the terrorists cause...Hitler and Tojo
Irag war. But that did not matter. The fawn over dictators of hostile coun- : .

combined did not have nearly that
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Having replaced an armored/mechanized force, NFhe suffered as a result of small-arms fire whilepatrol
conducting operations on foot with the Wild Boaas, in eastern Baghdad Jan. 1.
opposed to tanks and Bradley fighting vehicles, he Spc. Garrett Summers, a Squad Automatic Weapon
pleased the people of eastern Baghdad and hasthrerde (SAW) gunner from Eureka, Mo., was wounded in &ff |
very happy, said Baine. One friendly Iragi persoen- arm while on a combat patrol to counter Improviged
tioned to the Team Spartacus commander, Capt. Fraplosive Device activity. Summers’ platoon conducted
Adkinson, Lynn Haven, Fla., there were so manypsoo ground medical evacuation, and he arrived at a cakdi
on the streets—more than she had ever seen befoage— facility within 12 minutes of the attack, said $t&gt.
she felt very safe, he said. Jeffrey Harris, Summers’ squad leader from Puyallup

As the Wild Boars move throughout their operatingWash. Summers is recovering from surgery and is ex
environment, their Soldiers are often met with themup  pected to return to duty with his squad, accordmgnit
or cheers from the local children, said Kraft. €@  medical reports.

CFT Boar’s reception into Iraq has been very fablea After suffering a wound from a 9mm submachine gun
he boasted. In addition to working together with tP, during the enemy encounter, Summers reportedly thove
Wild Boar leaders at all levels are engaging Ilegder- to a covered position to provide security for thstrof his
ship, both formally and informally, and encouragthgm team, despite his injury. The attacker fled fronplay-

to make the right decisions that will benefit theppla- ground where children were playing to avoid capture
tion, said Baine. noted Harris.

Although CFT Wild Boar Soldiers and leaders mis:  Sgt. Jimmy Torries, from Franklinville, N.Y., is 8ud
their families back at Fort Polk, they are honosedl mers’ team leader and has served in 2nd Bn., 3fth |
privileged to be a part of this incredible transfiation to  with Summers since January 2005. When Summers was

knocked to the ground after being wounded, Torsed

he “popped smoke” to conceal movement. As a team
leader, Torries relies a lot on Summers.

“Summers, he is one of my hard chargers. He...helps
me out with the other guys quite a bit with clasaes
(gives) these guys some useful information,” sadri€s.
“He’s been around for a while, so he works righgréh
with me with our Soldiers.”

Spc. Ryan Devilla, Summers’ friend and fellow squad
member from Jacksonville, Fla., knows Summers as a
good guy who is always there to help out. He anch-Su
mers like to “just hang out” and talk about homet b
when something needs to be done, Summers is all bus
ness, commented Deuvilla.

Regarding how the team reacted to receiving fim; T
ries couldn’t be happier with the way his guys Haddhe
situation.

FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, Irag—Lt. thinThESSthvegsnfasrge Sg’klsurlg\rj‘eerrsth?gd bgfggr']teagvievery
Col. Greg Baine, Beaumont, Texas, commander, Cagabin 9] q Y- ything g 4

Functional Team 2-30 and 2d Bn., 30th Inf., presentwild we had _always rehez_alrsed and ... planned fo_r It,” ”_ﬁarel
Boar Coin of Excellence to an Iragi National Polaféicer for  fi€s. “With (my Soldiers) help, and them doing tight
his exceptional performance at an Iragi checkpaineastern  thing, we were able to take control of the situafiostan-
Baghdad. taneously and just get out of there,” recalled iBstr

“I wouldn’t take anybody else into combat with me
except these guys,” continued Torries. “I've goteally
solid team.”

To families, friends, supporters and comrades back
home at Fort Polk, La. and around the country, i€sfr
advice is not to worry. They are well trained to their
job and will continue to do so until the job is @on

2-30 Infantry Soldier Earns
Purple Heart

Lt. Col. Greg Baine, battalion commander, 2nd Bn.,
FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, 30th Inf., from Beaumont, Texas, affirmed Summedas h
Irag—A Soldier from 2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry e  served honorably with them since January 2005.
ment has been awarded a Purple Heart Medal farjaryi “His (Summers’) positive attitude and mission-drive




10th Mtn. Div. CG, CSM visit

troops in Rustamiyah
MND-B Soldiers, National Police conduct joint pdfo

Capt. Adam Cecil
2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Regt., 4th BCT, 10th Mtn. DiMIND-B

FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH,
Irag—It was a cold, rainy Baghdad afternoon Jan. 23
The Multi-National Division-Baghdad Soldiers of Com
pany C, 2nd Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment, Bt
gade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, were pre-
paring to patrol local neighborhoods with officafsthe
Iragi National Police.

As with every other day for the past month, thatjoi
patrols made the streets of east Baghdad a betifsr

FORWARD OPERATING BASE LOYALTY, Irag-Cross place. On this day however, there was a little ttéhisown
Functional Tea.m 2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Regt Commamh’t,eCom- into the mix when Maj Gen. Michael Oates’ who $ail
mand Sgt. Maj. Steve Womack (left), Fort Polk, Land Lt.  fom San Antonio and serves as the commanding gener
Col. Greg Baine, Beaumont, Texas, present a Pugart .t 101 Mountain Division, along with the divisiGn’
Medal to Spc. Garrett Summers, of Eureka, Mo., €hdo., Command Sgt. Maj. James Redmore, who hails from Har
2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Small-arms fire hit Garretteftlelbow dur- S92 . . ’

ing combat operations in eastern Baghdad, Jan. 1. Vey, ”l'_' visited t_h? Soldiers of Cqmpany C.

During the visit, Oates took time to honor some- out
standing Soldiers and award them 10th Mountaindbow
commemorative coins. He also took advantage obfe
portunity to thank each of them for their servicel ae-
minded them how important their contributions ardhe
mission here.

Oates observed some of the planning and preparation
that occurs before Coalition Forces and NPs condut
patrols.

“Rehearsals are the key to success,” said Spc.0Breg
Zornes, who is from Lexington, Ky. “We want to eresu
everyone knows the plan and what the mission is.”

After watching the rehearsals, Redmore said he was
very impressed with the National Police. He sedshe
importance of mentoring and assisting Iragi Segurit
Forces in their efforts to improve security in Baghdad
area.

After the rehearsals, the Soldiers from Company& a
the NP officers conducted a patrol of a local nkeah
hood. The residents received the NPs very welliteh
greeted them with waves and smiles.

“The National Police are respected in these neighbo
on hoods,” said Sgt. John Roeder, from Cottage GrOve,
“The people know how hard the National Police work
their behalf.”

The police took the time to talk to local business-
The commander continued, thanking Families an ers and residents to find out if there were anyigpeon-
friends for their support and prayers, saying theye cerns or problems in the neighborhood. Some ofdzbrgzl
been “tremendous and continue to make the diffefenc _reS|dents made comments a_bout how m_uch security had
for the battalion’s Soldiers. |dr2?nrgved and what a good job the National Police ar

Joint patrols have conducted a wide variety of aper

mentality have made a positive impact on both bisad
and his platoon, where he has served with distinctis a
riffeman, machine gunner and a SAW gunner,” sai
Baine.

The 2nd Bn., 30th Inf. has been busy helping malk
Baghdad, and Iraqg, a better place for its bravieeris,
remarked Baine, addressing supporters back home.

“We are aggressively attacking the challenges irere
eastern Baghdad as we live our motto, ‘Our Coumigt,
Ourselves.” You can be justly proud of your Salslie
because the team is doing our very best to enbateghe
voice of freedom is heard throughout this land,idsa
Baine. “Our support is unwavering for the courageor
Iragis who seek to oust extremism for tolerancepme
ciliation and peace. As they work to establishedtdy
Iraqg, these brave Iragis have placed not only tiness at
risk, but also the lives of their families.”

Baine continued, stating Summers’ actions typify
Bn., 30th Inf. Soldiers answering their “call totgadmi-
rably.” They are honoring their pledge to the Udite
States, the nation they love, extolled Baine.
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Forward Operating Base Kalsu, Iraq
From 17 January 2008 Edition ©he Frontline
By Sgt. Luis Delgadillo
2nd BCT Public Affairs

B and prevent them from gaining a
foothold as Coalition Forces move
further south in Arab Jabour.

Since the 1/30th Inf. arrived in

Arab Jabour and other nearby areas
Overnight rainfall and high winds routes. In another attempt at haltin¢south of Baghdad, they have made
boded ominously for the morning’s the enemy’s getaway, Cpl. Keith steady progress in killing and captur-
mission but as the sun rose, cles McKern, a forward observer, said he ing al-Qaeda leaders, effectively dis-
skies greeted Soldiers of the 2nd Bri called in the coordinates for mortars rupting the terrorists’ organizational
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Di- and delivered two high explosive 12C structure and pushing them further
vision. millimeter rounds on the opposite south.
On Jan.. 6, Soldiers of Companyside of where the grenades har Since the establishment of PB
B, 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regi- landed. Hawkes in mid-September, the Sol-
ment, conducted Operation Mauser Believing they had pinned down diers of Co. B have been at the fore-
to familiarize themselves again with their assailants, a squad of Soldier front of 1/30th Inf.’s push south.
an area just two kilometers southwes maneuvered toward the enemy. Mov  In addition to establishing security
of Patrol Base Hawkes. ing quickly and carefully, the squad’s for their area, Giorgi said they are
Staff Sgt. David Springer, infan- caution paid off when they came working to improve the quality of life
tryman and squad leader with Co. B across a suspected pressure plate ir for villages surrounding their patrol
said he and his fellow Soldiers were provised explosive device. A com- base through micro-grants and access
going to an area where just a montl mon tactic for insurgents, the PPIEL to clean water.
prior they had received enemy con is used to Kkill, injure or slow Coali- By holding close the sacrifices of
tact. tion Forces on the attack. With thetheir fellow Soldiers and with the
Even with sunlight breaking support of an explosive ordnance dis knowledge they've gathered over the
through, morning temperatures wer¢posal team the obstacle was remove past seven months, Co. B will con-
in the low 40s and the night's stormy and the search continued. After ¢tinue to work at what they do best:
weather turned the dirt roads tcthorough search of the area, they de hunt insurgents, diminish their re-
muck. The mud made movemeni termined the insurgents had indeeisources and help ordinary Iragis take
slow, but the pace was steady. Firsfled. a stand against al-Qaeda extremists.
Lt. Jeno Giorgi, platoon leader for “To me, it's just like any other
2nd platoon, Co. B, cleared the firsiday,” Giorgi said. “It's not the first Article contributed by Carl Topie.
house and met its owner, then tooltime we’ve been shot at.”
his Soldiers to the neighboring resi- Though their attackers had es
dence approximately 400 meterscaped, Giorgi said the tactics they us
away. As they approached the farn are a way for insurgents to harass Cc
house, Giorgio's Soldiers reported
the dilapidated home was abandoned
and had been padlocked.
In an instant, the morning’'s si-
lence ended. The familiar crack of
AK-47 gun fire aimed in their direc-

tion forced the Soldiers to the neares* o . . . . i
cover. Immediately, the Soldiers The most publicized action for the For this heroic action, “Chips” was

nearest the contact side of the platoo first day in Sicily was that of awarded the Silver Star by General
located their adversaries 200 meter Chips,” Company I's husky army Truscott. The award was later re-
to the south and began exchangin German shepherd dog, who had firs scinded by 3d Division as a result of
rounds. The suspected insurgent landed with hi§ company gt Fedala. a War Department policy decision,
broke contact, but in an attempt tc Upon coming undgr fire from a however. . o

thwart their escape, Soldiers of Co. ghidden enemy machine gun while  Cher Ami, a carrier pigeon, saved
used a grenade launcher to discou crossing Beach Blue that morning 194 men out of 500 from a battalion
age the enemy’s movement. Firing “Chips” wrenched his leash from his of the 77th Division on 4 October
three grenades, Spc. Carlos Lopez, - handler’s (Pvt. John R. Rowell) hand 1918. The men of this battalion were
infantryman and team leader for the “dashed into the hut, teeth bared, an being destroyed by their own artillery
company, attempted to halt the en vigorously attacked_the. two-man en-as their exact location was not
emy’s retreat by denying them escap €My gun crew” forcing its surrender. known. Though wounded as he

Chips, ala Cher Ami of World War |
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Thanks again for staying in touch you. Malcolm, | hope your treatments
and let me know if | owe the associa- A contribution in appreciation of turn out okay. Thanks for your con-
tion anything, and I'll try to close it your hard work is enclosed. | hope al tribution. You have been our most
out before | depart. God Bless ancis well with you and yours. consistent contributor. —Editor.
take care. “Our Country, Not Our-
selves - Hooah!”

Joe Nolan New Members

MAJ, IN (FA-57 Simulation Op-
erations) U.S. Army JFCOM Model-J| Anderson, Derrick M.
ing and Simulation Planner Office:}| B Co., 1-30 IN, 1Lt., OIF
757-203-7623 APO AE 09361
DSN: 668-7623
Fax: 757-203-7967

Dr. William S. Poulton, Jr., PhD
Bravo Co., 1st Bn, 1st Lt. XO PT
109 Timber Ridge Ct

Apartment A-9

Giorgio, Joseph New Stanton, PA 15672
Co. |, 30th Inf., Pfc. WW2

1315 Vivian Lane
Malcolm Sweetman. Health prob- Munster, IN 46321

lems have set me back this year. Yo
and theFriscan Reporterwere not Roberson, Thomas
forgotten. |, however, was delayed ir}| F Co., 1-30 IN, Sgt., OIF
doing many things. 145 Liberty Woods Drive
| am sure that you know that sq| Ft. Stewart, GA 31315
many former Friscans were please
to receive their latest copy. Thank

Error in December issue: listed Dr.
Poulton’s apartment number as A-0

30TH INFANTRY REGIMENTAL DINNER

The 30th Infantry Regiment 17th annual regimentaher will be held on Friday, September 19th, 2008e dinner will be
held during the reunion of the Society of the THiméantry Division at the Doubletree Hotel (1-708736868), (formally the
Four Points by Sheraton), 5351 Sydney Simons B@dlumbus, Georgia. There will be a no-host récepbeginning at 5:45
p.m. followed by the dinner in our banquet roon6at5 p.m. The menu will be a choice of (1) Chick&srdon Blue: With
Ham & Cheese center, Fried to Golden Brown, withadn Sauce. OR (2) Roasted Sirloin of Beef: TentieesSwith Natural
Juices. Both with Baked Idaho Potato, Fresh Vedetitedley, Tossed Garden Salad, Fresh Dinner RolsCreamery But-
ter, & Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee, Hot Tea, & Toea. Dessert will be Chocolate Fudge Cake. Thad taist will be $25 per
person, which includes the gratuity and tax.

Reservations:

Name: Menu selection #
Guest: Menu selection #
Guest: Menu selection #
Guest: Menu selection #
Phone Number: E-Mail

Please send a check for the total amount made [gat@l$ociety of the 30th Infantry Regiment to: IG@r Topic, Chair, 27
Apple Lane, Milford, Ohio 45150. Phone: 1-513-8338. E-mail: cqtopie@aol.com.

Dinner reservations and payment must be made prioto September 6th, 2008. Please, no walk-ins.

tions with the goal of improving security in theddalad  able to help us learn about our new environment.”

area. As partners in this critical mission, memhmrghe However, working with NPs comes with a few chal-

all-volunteer NP and the Soldiers of Company C hav lenges, added Zornes.

been able to integrate and work as a team. “The language barrier makes communicating diffi-
“The National Police are very motivated to improve cult,” he said, “so whenever possible, we demotestiad

security,” observed Spc. Christopher Halski, fromaba, role mode, so they can see what right looks like.”

Neb. “I enjoy patrolling with them as they are veyn- The Soldiers of Company C have an important mission

nected with the people,” said Roeder. “Working wile  in Iraq. Through partnering with the Iragi NatibriRo-

National Police is an important step in allowing thagis  lice, the Soldiers are taking a bold step towarsbeng a

to take responsibility for their own security.” safe and stable Iraq regardless of the weathef who
Pfc. Joshua Ingraham, from Bradenton, Fla., sai might just happen to drop by on any given day.

“although we are supposed to be helping the NatiBoa

lice, they are very experienced Soldiers and haaenb

FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, Irag—Maj. FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, Irag—Maj.
Gen. Michael Oates, who hails from San Antonio sedles as  Gen. Michael Oates presents division coins Jarto23oldiers
the commanding general, 10th Mtn. Div., presen@ivision  of the division’s Co. C, 2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Regiith BCT, 10th
coin Jan. 23, to Pvt. Joseph Crampton, Co. C, 2d 4h Inf.  Mtn. Div. (Above pictures courtesy of Capt. Benh&wberts,
Regt. who hails from Omaha, Neb. 2nd Bn., 30th Inf. Regt., 4th BCT, 10th Mtn. Di¥IND-B.

Assessment of the Military Situation in Iraq  tions Forces are deadly against AQI
By General Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.) leadership. Essentially AQI has been
Adjunct Professor of International Affairs driven out of Baghdad and is now

Depart of Social Sciences, USMA trying to reconstitute their capabili-
West Point, New York ties.

U. S. Combat Forces Now
Al Qaeda Tactically Defeated and tially. Most border-crossers are sui- Dominating the Insurgency
Trying to Regenerate cide bombers who are dead withir
four days while carrying out largely The morale and tactical
Al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) has been ineffective attacks on the civilian effectiveness of engaged US military
defeated at a tactical and operationz population and the Iragi Police. forces are striking. The “surge” of
level in Baghdad and Anbar Province  The senior leaders of AQI have five additional US Brigade Combat
and is trying to re-constitute in the become walking dead men because « Teams helped. (Although we are now
north and along the Syrian frontier. the enormous number of civilian in- forced to begin an immediate
Foreign intervention across the telligence tips coming directly to US drawdown because of the inadequate
Syrian frontier has dropped substan Forces. US and Brit Special Opera resources of the worldwide US
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Army.) state—given more robust NATO uniform. (Criminal records, drug use,
These combat forces have becom Forces and Rules of Engagement moral waivers, non-high school
the most effective counter-insurgencyWe can probably sustain a force ir graduates, pregnant from Basic
(and forensic police investigative Iraq indefinitely (given adequate Training and therefore non-
service) in history. LTG Ray Odierno funding) of some 10+ brigades. deployable, lowest mental category,
the MNC-I Commander and his seniol However, the US Army is starting to etc.)
commanders have gotten out of thei unravel. We are losing our combat
fixed bases and operate at platoo Our recruiting campaign is experienced mid-career NCOs and
level in concert with small elements bringing into the Army thousands of Captains at an excessive rate. (ROTC
of the Iraqi Army and Police. Their new soldiers (perhaps 10% of the DMG’s, West Pointers, Officers with
aggressive tactics combined withannual input) who should not be inengineering and business degrees,
simply brilliant use of the newly
energized Provincial Reconstruction
Teams (PRT's—Superb State
Department leadership and
participation) for economic
development have dramatically
changed the tone of the war.

US Forces have now unilaterally
constituted some 60,000+ armed
“Iragi Concerned Local Citizen
Groups” to the consternation of the
Maliki Government. These CLC
Groups have added immeasurably to
the security of the local populations—
as well as giving a paycheck to
unemployed males to support their
families.

The US battalion and brigade
commanders have grown up in
combat with near continuous
operations in the past 20 years in the
Balkans, Desert Storm, Afghanistan,
and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Many
of the Army combat forces are now
beginning their 4th round of year+
combat tours in Iraq or Afghanistan.
Many of the Marine units are now on
their 5th tour of seven month combat
deployments. The troops and their
leaders are simply fearless-—despite
34,000 US killed and wounded.

The U. S. Army is too small and
poorly resourced to continue success
ful counter-insurgency operations in
Irag and Afghanistan at the current
level.

An active counter-insurgency
campaign in lraq could probably
succeed in the coming decade with
twenty-five US Brigade Combat
Teams. (Afghanistan probably needs
two more US combat brigades for a
total of four in the coming 15 year
campaign to create an operationa
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etc.) Their morale is high, they are proud of thsgirvice,
they have enormous personal courage---however,sbey
a nation of 300 million people with only an under
resourced Armed Forces at war. The US Army at 40D,0
troops is too small to carry out the current milita
strategy. The active duty US Army needs to be 8,0
strong to guarantee US national security.

A successful withdrawal from Iraq with the emergenc
of a responsible unified Iraqi nation is vitallyportant to
the security of the American people and the MidtBag
are clearly no longer on a downward spiral. Howgethe
ultimate outcome is still quite seriously in doubt.

Comments of Melissa M. Henson, Executive Assistant
to General McCaffrey:

General McCaffrey visited Irag in December of 2007.
During his visit he spent a great deal of time vadveral
soldiers from the 1-30 IN where he was honored to
present awards for valor and Purple Heart medatisrez
young soldiers (pictures on this page and pagasByvell
as receive update briefings on their counter-insuoicy
operations south of Baghdad. He also presented wigm
a copy of his Iraq report.

General McCaffrey takes pride in being the Honorary
Colonel of the Regiment, and is always happy anlihgi
to support 1-30 IN and thEriscan Reporterwhenever
possible.

Letters to The Editor

Joe Nolan. Thanks again for the great Christmas card!
The family and | are doing great and look forwaeod t
hearing from our distinguished Battle Boars vetsraach
holiday. | found out last week that | am headindréa) in
support of a US Joint Forces Command mission taiMul
National Force Irag. | am leaving within the nextek
and will be gone at least six months. | will keeqpyall
posted on how things are going. | am a little angjdut |
know that God is watching over me, my family andizd
brave Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines senimg
harm’s way so | will know no fear.




