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1st Battalion 30th Infantry Regiment

United States Army
Fort Stewart, Georgia
23 March 2007
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6 ' 7 “Dear Heavenly Father, You are
f ];# $ )! (!” our rock, our fortress, and our
tOH( shield. We ask that you protect

us and rescue us from our ene-
mies. Strengthen our swords,
and make us better Soldiers.
Give us a bold warrior's heart
to fight evil, to ease suffering,
and to protect the innocent.
Give us the moral courage in
difficult times to do the right
thing and demonstrate the
highest character. Comfort our
families back home. Encourage
them to pray for us as we pray
for them now. Keep them safe
until we meet again. In Your
Holy Name, Amen.”
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Biography

Lieutenant Colonel Greg Baine is a
1986 Distinguished Military Graduate
of Texas A&M University at College
Station, Texas. He is one of two son:
of Dr. & Mrs. Gary Baine from Beau-
mont, Texas, serving our Nation as
Army officers. During his 19 years of
commissioned service Lieutenant Colo
nel Baine served in command and stal
positions in the United States, in the
Middle East, in Germany, and in Kos-
ovo. His tours of duty with fighting
units include the 10th Mountain Divi-
sion (Light) at Fort Drum, New York
(with duty in the Sinai, Egypt), as a
lieutenant; the 24th Infantry Division
(Mechanized), at Fort Benning, Geor-
gia (with duty in Saudi Arabia), as a
captain; and the 1st Armored Division
in Germany (with duty in NATO Kos-
ovo Forces) as a major.

Lieutenant Colonel Baine served as
a Platoon Leader and Company Execu-

tive Officer with 2nd Battalion, 14th
Infantry, 10th Mountain Division; and

commanded a Rifle Company (Bradley
Equipped), and Headquarters & Head-

guarters Company with the 24th Infan-
try Division. Within the 1st Armored

Division, he served as the Operations

Officer (S3) and Executive Officer for
1st Battalion (Bradley Equipped) 36th

Infantry “Spartans.” He also served as
the aide-de-camp to the Deputy Com-

manding General, US Army Europe
and 7th Army.

Lieutenant Colonel Baine served a!
the national-level in the Pentagon.
Within The Joint Staff he fulfilled staff
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duties as a Strategic Planner, Deputy
Directorate (J5) for the War on Terror-
ism, and as the Executive Assistant t
the Deputy Director (J5) for the War on
Terrorism.  Within the Headquarters,
Department of the Army, he fulfilled (
staff duties as an Investigating Officer
for The Inspector General of the Army.

Lieutenant Colonel Baine holds a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Political ! : ,
Science from Texas A&M University,
and a double Master of Arts degree ir -
Business and Management from Web
ster University. He is a graduate of the %!
Command and General Staff College &
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Lieutenant Colonel Baine is mar- .
ried to his college sweetheart, the for
mer Heidi May from George West, #
Texas, who is a high school chemistry
teacher. They have two children, Gan !
Baine Il, a college freshman; and e
Alexie Baine, a high school sopho-
more.
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Memorial Day
1945 at Anzio
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View from the Front
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88mm high velocity German artillery '& (  2) ' # _ |7&! P
piece used throughout World War II. It~ ( $ ! b r&t - !
was called the triple-threat artillery # # ,(#, N #O#P
because it could be used as an antiai$ ' $! ( 4 'y '), &( e % sk
craft, antipersonnel, or antitank cannon  # 4 ' T .;” ° o
A disadvantage was that it had a higt! ' ! & # ' ”( e M
profile and was difficult to camouflage. # ns oo (|") C (n
The 88mm was tested in the Spanis 6# /1% ( ( Ca 1) .
Civil War and observed by a British s s # $
officer with the Loyalists. He filled out ' #* 1) ) g
an intelligence report describing the et # (1% |
capabilities, but when the report was’ " N % ')# "
sent back to England, it was thrown % (! !
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P The original idea for the use of the
( ! # tank destroyers was quite different than
how we operated during the war. A
4 # battalion of tank destroyers was as-
' signed to support an infantry division
bo# $ and a company of tank destroyers was
# ' $ ! assigned to support an infantry regi-
6 I % ! ment and a platoon of tank destroyers
I( & $ ( ( was assigned to support an infantry
# ), company.
- (N o ) > The 601st supported the 1st Infantry
# # # 8@5 Division through North Africa. We
& # ! were supporting the 36tmfantry Divi-
n %' ( sion for the invasion of Salerno. On
% # % September 19, 1943 when the 3rd
$# $ % fantry Division relieved the 36ththe
601st was assigned to support the 3rd
-8 and was with them for the rest of the

war.
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My platoon Commander was Lt.
Henry Anderson and | was platoon Sgt
We were assigned to support “K” Co.
of the 30th under the leadership of
Capt. M. B. Etheredge. The 601st be
came very close to the 30thnd my
platoon was very close to “K” Co. and
Capt. Etheredge and | hope we didn’
let him down.

Our equipment through the Algeria-
French Morocco and Tunisia cam-
paigns was the M-3, a half track vehi- 3
cle with a mounted 75 mm gun (Purple
Heart Boxes). After the Tunisia cam-

paign we were issued the M-10, a fullgay B. Seward. You will probably
track tank with a mounted Naval 3 inch

rifle. At Pont-A-Moussen, France, just gergeant and platoon leader of the Cc hel
before we pushed off for Germany, We \y g1 mm mortar
were issued the M-10 with a mountec iy pivision at F
90 mm gun.

I’'m still an attached person to the
30th Keep up the good work with the
Friscan Reporter

Best wishes always.

Thanks for your very generous con-
tribution, Bill.—Editor.
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t. Lewis and went all
the way through the war in the same
company and same platoon. Very un

sion. He fought in Korea with the 15th ¢
Infantry Regiment.

Not only were we close neighbors
but were very close friends and golfing

" : buddies. He will be greatly missed.
Joyce Bonnes. am writing to inform | could never get him to join the 3rd

you of the death of my husband, Johi pjyision association. He said he was
Bonnes, Jr., on 26 March 2007. Johi not a “joiner.”

was born on 9 December 1924. Kindest personal regards to you anc

John was one of many drafted OU thanks for what you continue to do for
of high school soon after reaching theil «g5 Francisco’s Own.”

18th birthday. John was 18 on 9 De
cember 1942 and was drafted on 2:7
March 1943. He served until 17 Octo-
ber 1945, leaving the Army as a Tect °
Sergeant.
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You do a wonderful job of keeping

everyone in the 30th aware as to what
is going on in the past and present with
theFriscan Reporter.

Also, as | have not donated any-

! thing for some time | am sending a
remember Harry Nicholson as platoor yonation of $50.00. Hope that it will

p to defray some expenses in the

platoon. Harry joined ftyre.
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WITH THE 5TH ARMY ON THE up out of shallow trenches all along the

first Americans to cross the “bloody

mile” had found some of the forward

German trenches empty. The enemy
apparently had not anticipated a bold
daylight assault.

| spent the night up forward with
the infantrymen, tankmen and mortar-
men. The Germans were edgy all night,
whipping streams of machine gun fire
across the tableland between our posi-
tions and Cisterna at the slightest sign
of activity.

Bullets were slapping into the mor-
tar of the farmhouse which was for-
ward company headquarters.

THE TANKS MOVE UP

All night long the tanks churned up
the fields behind us and the lines of
infantry moved up to the jumpoff posi-
tions. There were big detachments of
infantry lying behind and on both sides
of every tank.

While | moved among the troops,
involuntarily stooping low despite the
fact there was no moon and | knew the
enemy couldn’t see us in the darkness,
| found Pfc. Francis Entwistle, Herki-
mer, N. Y., who had arrived on this
beachhead four months and one day
ago at H-hour, on D-day, January 22,
in the first assault wave.

Like most beachhead originals, En-
twistle had been wounded.

“By God, | can’t say I'm anxious to

ANZIO BEACHHEAD, Italy. MAY front and beckoned the infantry to fol- start out over that flatland this morn-
23—Picked units of American shock low them. Soon streams of Americansing,” he said, “but we've got to get it
troops rose from their slit trenches incould be seen working their way for- over with.”

broad daylight today and advancecward through smoke screens.

Every man who lay there facing the

across fields blood-red with poppies tc  They bent low, seeking cover from enemy was scared, as brave men al-
break the German ring around the An the terrific German mortar and machine ways are when they face enemy guns

zio beachhead.
From an observation post on award.

gun fire. But they kept inching for- that fire 750 rounds a minute.

Repeatedly, they fingered their am-

slight rise | saw the infantrymen run-  Every man had been picked for this munition pouches, the grenades hang-
ning and crawling across the flatland assault job and given special training ir ing at their belts, their rifles. They said
between our forward foxholes and the attack during the past month. Each wa little. | didn’t see a single smile.
enemy—a field of waist-high weeds a veteran of the cramped little beach THEY KNEW THE NAZIS

and poppies which had been nick-head where constant enemy bombarc

named the “bloody mile.”

These were men chosen from

ment had made every inch a frontline among the veterans who had faced the

An artillery barrage of 1000 guns post and earned it the title of “Hell or Germans in Tunisia and Sicily and at

behind the infantry lines opened the Anzio.”

Salerno and the Anzio landing. They

attack, massing death and destructio = The men had waited all night for knew the enemy’s mettle.

upon the German trench system in th the signal to move.

rising ground beyond the field. Then A HAILSTORM OF BULLETS

Captain Paul Stanley, Stamford,
Texas, the young company com-

our tanks rolled forward to spearheac Enemy machine gun fire was somander, addressed them in a tight-

the infantry assault.
SIGNAL FORWARD

terrible that | was forced to retire to a lipped Texas drawl:
battalion post to avoid being pinned

“We're all ready. There’s nothing

The hands of my watch showed down in my forward observation post. to do now but wait—then do it!”

exactly 6:30 a.m. when officers bobbec First reports at that point indicated the




| waited with the men until just be- told my wife just a few minutes before
fore dawn and then pulled back so a  Editor's Comments he called that that was the anniversary
not to be pinned down in the tall grass of the breakout. Our section of Com-
for the next 18 hours or so. Going bacl | do not know how many of our pany M machine guns was emplaced
toward an observation post | passe present members were present on 2on the Isola Bella side of the Fosso
tanks and sprawled infantrymen. May 1944. | know John Benko, Bart Femminamorta giving support to Com-

The sky was graying in the east anc Siverling, Paul Stanley, M. B. Ether- pany L as they started the attack at
the first light was glowing against the edge, Leroy Lewis, Paul Donlon and 0630. In just minutes the wounded

hills. In a few moments the Germans John Petruska were. started pouring back down the creek.
were “looking down our throats,” as we  That is one day | remember in grea  After awhile we started crawling
have said these months on Anzio. detail and will never forget. | do not down a very shallow ditch (no more

And soon Captain Stanley and Pfc remember any red poppies. Paul Donthan a foot deep) toward Isola Bella.
Entwistle and the thousands of merlon who called me on May 23, 2007 to That was my first exposure to shell fire
like them were going forward against remind me of the date, said he remen outside a slit trench as | had been be-
the enemy. bered the poppies. | told him that | haclow ground since February. | do not
know how long that ditch was. Human
flesh which looked like ground up meat
was scattered from one end of that
ditch to the other. The only time we
saw anything which resembled a man
was a rifleman who had both arms and
both legs broken. He pled with us to
carry him to safety but we were not
allowed to. The medical aid men had
bandaged him and gone on. Someone
gave him a cigarette and we moved on.
There were arms and legs everywhere.
There was also a head. It was looking
right at me. It probably belonged to a
boy who was no more than 18 or 19
years old. | can see his face today as if
| were still looking at him. Can you
imagine the effect that would have had
on his mother?
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. . We spent the night on a little hill
30th Infantry Regimental Dinner with Co. I. At 2010 hours a mighty
concentration of mortar and artillery
_ I | He . fire was placed on Co. L's objective.
$ X B #! ' (s o) The explosions which sounded like
@ :5 (N$ I # # ) .
78& ) Loy > 1 (us thousands of firecrackers, but so loud a
$ <H@<' N( $ # S *# BH@< person would find it hard to believe,
#(US$ 1 % I# H > G woke me up and | thought it was the
6 ! % " § El# | pad start of a rolling barrage and it was
”7 | ”y ? " (# $ |/# going to come right over us as we were
')!) ( - G ##$ 7 .(” between Company L's objective and
"y 7 E > > $1 ’ the German lines. If it had, none of us
7 (NS #VH T % - 1% G7 % would have survived.
! (g s<t ( 1# # D | would like to hear from other
no#o& Woo# # ol members who were there that day. If
.1 R #3$ : o # you would rather your name not be
& $ % $ ) ; .
H IR 5 /1 @<< H shown, | would print your account
<9 BB+ IH*'|! 7 7 & & ' '# % $ without your name. | believe all stories
) $B :5! (1% are important for historical reasons.




30th Reenactment Group
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Financial Report
& 5 <

Funds on hand, 3-1-07

Income:
Regular dues $ 60.00
Life dues 50.00
Donations ~330.00
Expenditures:
Friscan Reporter 523.00
Mailing expense 58.54

Bulk mail permit
Postage due fund

%

$2,603.35

~ 440.00
3,043.35

Awards

New Members

Special Life Members
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