
Vol. 93 No. 3 “Nous Resterons La” December 2011 

The Official Publication of the Society of the Third Infantry Division, United States Army

Since 1919 n   n   n The Oldest Continuous Army Division Association

The Watc h Rh ineon t he

Veterans Honored in France

T
he people of Luxeuil les Baines and

Raddon, France, hosted three of our

3rd Infantry Division Veterans of

WWII on September 17-18. The events

were to honor the Veterans who liberated

the area 67 years ago. Special honors were

bestowed on attendees Noel Gusler,

Michael Halik, and John Shirley. 

At the events, each of these three

Veterans shared a bit about his personal

experience during WWII. Noel “Gus”

Gusler described 7th Army efforts to cross

the Ill River on the Maison Rouge bridge

that would not hold the weight of a tank.

The tank fell through the bridge as Soldiers

were trying to cross, and Gus and the other

Soldiers came under fire from Germans

operating from a steeple overlooking the

river. Michael Halik told of his encounter

with an antipersonnel mine and his rescue

some four hours later, his stay on a hospital

ship, and his lengthy recovery from his

wounds. John Shirley told of his capture by

Please turn to HONORED on page 11

Together then, together again – with friends

Please turn to ABRAMS on page 3

Greetings to all Dog Face Soldiers –

past and present, Families, and

Friends of the Marne Division;  

I had the distinct

pleasure of meeting

many Third Infantry

Division veterans at

the reunion held in

New Orleans this

past September.  I

cannot speak highly

enough of the profes-

sional organization

and conduct of the

event, and would

like to personally thank everyone who was

involved.  Connie and I both had a tremen-

dous time, and the event enhanced my

pride in being a Dog Face Soldier. We are

very much looking forward to the next

reunion in 2012, which will be held in

Savannah. There is no doubt this event will

be special due to its location right next to

Fort Stewart, Home of the Third Infantry

Division. I highly encourage each regi-

mental organization and anyone who can

make the trip to attend this event.

The situation for the Division

Headquarters has changed significantly

over the last several weeks. September was

a very busy month as we prepared for a

deployment to Iraq. The Division staff

underwent an intense, evaluated, readiness

exercise for two weeks. One thing was

clear by the end of this exercise – the staff

was well-trained, prepared, and capable of

conducting any mission. Key Leaders also

conducted a Pre-Deployment Site Survey

(PDSS) in Iraq, learning as much as possi-

ble about the upcoming mission and the

current conditions.  

Maj. Gen. Robert “Abe” Abrams, 
CG 3ID (Mech)

Soldiers and guests of the Machine Gun Platoon, H Company, 7th Infantry Regiment, Korea, recently
gathered in Las Vagas: L-R: Front: Leslie Sakato; Terry Hoyland; Joe Sakato, MOH, 442nd RCT,
WWII; Joan Annello; Susan Uyemura, CEO, President & Oral Historian, Japanese American Living
Legacy.  L-R: Back: Harold Hoyland, Korean War Veteran; Hersey Miyamura, MOH, POW Korea; Joe
Annello, POW Korea; Gene Ramos, POW Korea; Terry Miyamura, and Shelby Kariya.

Honorary President

Marne 6 Sends

Left panel: John Shirley; granddaughter of Sgt.
Lymon Curvin; Center Panel: Michael Halik, Noel
Gusler, Eddie Messerschmidt (niece of MOH recip-
ient Harold O. Messerschmidt); Right Panel:
Michael Messerschmidt, great nephew of Harold,
at dedication of monument in Raddon, France. 
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Another year is ending. The holiday

season is upon us and our thoughts

are with family and friends, and also with

those we knew during our time in the mil-

itary service. The Executive Committee

and I wish a happy holiday season and a

healthy new year to all.

Like old Soldiers, our members are

gradually fading away. Even at this date,

we have many who have not renewed their

memberships. We are asking outpost offi-

cers and their members to increase their

efforts to contact those who have not yet

renewed.

The 2011 reunion went well, thanks to

the planning and efforts of John Shirley,

our reunion committee, and the Reunion

BRAT organization. MG Abrams and his

wife, Connie, and CSM Edd Watson and

his wife, Sharon, attended the Awards

Banquet where MG Abrams was the

Keynote Speaker, and Connie Abrams and

Sharon Watson assisted by drawing the

winning tickets from the ticket tumbler at

the Society’s Annual Raffle.

The final meeting of the 2010-2011

Executive Committee took place at the

reunion and the Committee permanently

adjourned. After the General Business

Meeting, the 2011-2012 Executive-

Committee Meeting was called to order

with a quorum of seven members present.

General discussions were held and two

motions were presented and passed at the

meeting. The first motion specified that

the recipient of the Audie Murphy

Achievement Award will be approved by

the Executive Committee, based upon the

recommendations of the Awards

Committee Chairman, Nile Stuart.

Currently the regional vice presidents

determine the recipient. The second

motion allows Associate Members to hold

elected offices, except the office of presi-

dent of the Society. That office must be

held by a Veteran of the 3rd Infantry

Division. The proposals to change the

C&BL will be published for membership

vote in June 2012. If

approved by a two-

thirds vote of the

membership, the

changes allowing Associate Members to

hold some offices on the Executive

Committee and to allow the Executive

Committee to select the Audie Murphy

Achievement Award recipient will be

effective in 2013. The proposal for change

in policy regarding Associate Members

was approved by the Committee due to the

declining interest of many of our older

members of the Society and the difficulty

of finding members who take an active

interest in Society affairs. We have kept in

mind the fact that most of our members are

aging and have difficulty participating in

the day-to-day running of the Society.

In November, we will be sending

copies of the Watch to CSM Watson for

distribution to the various command sta-

tions at Fort Stewart. In a conversation

with CSM Watson, at the reunion, he indi-

cated he is very much interested in helping

us make the Society known to the present

members of the 3rd Infantry Division.

Hopefully, CSM Watson’s efforts will help

us increase membership now and in future

years. 

I recently saw a motto: “I was a Soldier,

I am a Soldier, I will always be a Soldier.”

These words help me walk a little better,

stand a little taller, and feel a little better

about myself. I hope they will do the same

for you. Rock of the Marne!

[Sometime after the reunion, our judge
advocate issued an opinion that the Ex-
Com votes concerning associate members
being elected to national offices and the
changes in judging of the Society Audie
Murphy Achievement Award require
changes to the Society Constitution and
By-laws. The Ex-Com votes mentioned
above have been set aside and are not
effective until and unless approved by the
membership by the mail-in ballot pub-
lished in the June 2012 Watch.]

The 3rd Infantry Division Monument at Fort Benning will be
moved to the site of the new Infantry Museum. We are asking
for donations from Society members to help with the costs.

John Fisher
Society President

I am sure most of you have heard that

the deployment was cancelled, and that U.

S. Forces will be out of Iraq by the end of

the year.  Thus, the Division finds itself in

a situation not faced over the past eight

years. Currently no major units have

deployment orders. All of the Brigades

remain at various stages of fielding new

equipment and training, and they are sched-

uled to be part of the Contingency

Expeditionary Force (CEF). As such, they

are conducting intense training, preparing

to be ready to deploy and successfully

accomplish any mission, anytime, any-

where when our Nation calls. The Brigades

will start National Training Center rota-

tions this spring at Fort Irwin, California.

Afterwards they will officially be certified

as CEF units and could receive deployment

orders. I am confident they will be ready to

carry on the legacy and tradition of Marne

Soldiers and units past. The Division

Headquarters will also start another series

of exercises in January, ensuring we main-

tain our deployment readiness.

Approximately 700 Dog Face Soldiers

remain deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and

Kuwait. Some of them will be coming

home soon. However, as we enter the

Holiday Season, we cannot forget our

Brothers and Sisters that remain in harm’s

way. In fact, we cannot forget any of our

military teammates who are deployed

around the world.  Our thoughts and

prayers are with them.

In closing, Connie and I wish everyone

a safe and happy Holiday Season.

ROCK OF THE MARNE! Robert “Abe”
Abrams, Major General, U.S. Army

ABRAMS from page 1

Gold Star Mother’s Day

On June 23, 1936, Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s Presidential proclamation
established the last Sunday in September
as “Gold Star Mother’s Day.” Gold Star
Mothers are American women who have
lost a son or daughter in service to the
United States. Fort Stewart’s September
25th event honored those mothers from
the Fort Stewart area with its second annu-
al ceremony. The ceremony included a but-
terfly release.



Society of the 3rd Infantry Division 92nd A

MG Robert Abrams receives Honorary
Society President award.

Ray Anderson receives Audie Murphy  
Achievement Award

MG Robert and Connie Abrams WWII Veterans

CSM Edd Watson receives Honorary
Society Vice President award.

Jerry and Kathy Daddato present quilts to Wounded Warriors

Joe Ball receives Society Service AwardGeorge Burks receives cane from Henry Burke

Korean War Veterans

John Shirley receives President’s Special
Award

Henry Burke receives Society Service AwardNile Stuart receives Society Service Award



Annual Reunion
New Orleons, Louisiana 

Joe Featherstone and Henry Burke

Rich Heller receives award presented by MG
Robert Abrams

MG Maury Kendall and Jerry and Kathy Daddato

2011-2013 Ex-Com officers sworn in. L-R: Ray
Anderson, John Shirley, David Mills, Joe Ball

L-R: Connie Abrams, CSM Edd Watson, Sharon
Watson

L-R: Nile Stuart, CSM Edd Watson, John Fisher Lynn Ball accepts Lula Coble’s “Outstanding
Associate Member” plaque.

L-R: Nile Stuart and John Shirley

See Ya Next Year!
Savannah Georgia
Sept. 6 – 9, 2012
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From the Editor
Lynn Ball

Watch Requirements Schedule
Issue Topic Reporting Responsibility
All Issues Taps and New Members Roster Manager
February-August Upcoming Reunion Information Reunion Committee
February Scholarship Foundation; Call for Applications Foundation Chairman

Call for C&BL Proposed Changes C&BL Chairman
Call for Nominations for National Officers Nominations Chairman

April Call for Society Awards Nominations Awards Chairman
Call for Nominations for National Officers Nominations Chairman

June Ballot for C&BL Changes C&BL Chairman
Election Ballot Nominations Chairman

August Actions of Ex-Com since last reunion; Society Budget for Coming Year; Secretary/Treasurer
Scholarship Recipients Report Foundation Chairman

October Auditor’s Report for Fiscal Year; Society Financial Report Auditor and S/T
December Call for Nominations for National Officers Nominations Chairman

Member-approved Changes to C&BL, 2012 C&BL Chair
Minutes of General Membership Meeting at Reunion Secretary/Treasurer
Minutes of Ex-Com Meetings at Reunion Secretary/Treasurer
Scholarship Foundation Financial Report Foundation C.F.O.

We wish everyone a wonderful, happy,

and healthy holiday season with only

enough snow to complement festivities with

friends and family.

At the recent reunion in New Orleans,

one of our Veterans said that lots of Veterans

have stories but, like himself, they don’t

write well enough for publication in the

Watch. I explained to him that our members

should send their stories even if they THINK

they cannot write well. I will rewrite where

necessary; that is my job. Editing includes

ensuring that all stories and articles are pub-

lication-ready. So, SEND ME YOUR STO-

RIES. We all want to hear from you.

Remember: your stories are what bring us all

together. Our veterans are very interested in

each other’s experiences—funny, sad, disap-

pointing, or “business as usual.” They are

interested in all aspects of other Veterans’

memories of their time in Service. Every

time we print a story by one of our Veterans,

that Veteran receives calls or letters—often

from people he/she did not know before the

story ran in the Watch.

Speaking of the reunion: it was great. The

weather cooperated and everyone was happy

to be with friends and comrades again. Many

new friendships sprung up too. We particu-

larly enjoyed meeting our “new” 3rd I.D.

commanding general, his staff, and the

Active Duty Soldiers who came to be with us

in New Orleans. We know that General

Abrams had very little time due to his on-

going schedule and the training events that

were underway back at Ft. Stewart so we are

very grateful that he, his staff, and our Active

Duty Soldiers made time for us. MG Abrams

is a very unique leader. He is very approach-

able and he bonded with our reunion atten-

dees almost immediately, as did his staff and

the Soldiers who attended. Both he and CSM

Edd Watson, and their staff, seemed to do

everything possible to establish a rapport

with us, and they were very successful. But,

“behind every great man, there is a great

woman.” (The saying probably works the

other way too). In their cases, Connie

Abrams and Sharon Watson offered the same

bonding friendship accepted from our Active

Duty in attendance. Connie Abrams sat

down with a few of the ladies in attendance

at the staff reception, and when she left, we

felt she was a personal friend. Also very

impressive was the Honor Guard. They were

the best I have ever seen. Very sharp! They

were quite professional in posting the colors

and they retired marching in half-step, using

what a German immigrant might call “boots

of ascension.” Their steps were so loud that

Darley, Kathy Daddato’s six-month-old, see-

ing-eye dog in training, accelerated to “red

alert.” She was more than ready to protect

Kathy if needed; however, Kathy was able to

reassure her before she pounced on all mem-

bers of our Honor Guard. It was interesting

to watch Darley’s body language and

Kathy’s training techniques in action. Darley

made no sound, but we knew what she was

thinking. Darley will definitely make a good

and protective companion for one of our

sight-impaired Veterans.

The visit to the WWII Museum was my

favorite tour event at the reunion. The movie

shown at the Museum, “Beyond All

Boundaries: the War That Changed the

World,” was magnificent. At appropriate

segments of the story, the film featured spe-

cial effects: seats vibrated when a tank was

on the screen or when a bomb fell “nearby,”

a B-17 nose cone descended from the ceiling

and seemed to attach itself  to the rest of the

plane being projected on the screen; an anti-

aircraft gun rose from the stage, rotated and

appeared to fire above the audience; six full-

size “Dragons Teeth” tank traps appeared;

special effect “snow” fell on the audience,

and a 25-foot high guard tower rose on the

stage. The city tour was lengthy and covered

all areas of the city. 

...our members should send their stories even if they THINK they cannot write well.
I will rewrite where necessary; that is my job. Editing includes ensuring that all
stories and articles are publication-ready.
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My favorite view was of a New Orleans

cemetery where the deceased are buried

above the ground. We often see images of

this cemetery in Hollywood films, but seeing

it in person and walking around in it was

much better than watching a Hollywood

reproduction. 

I am anxious to learn more about our next

reunion in Savannah, Georgia, and we will

keep you informed as we receive updates.

Our New Orleans reunion was wonderful,

but I believe our Savannah Reunion will be

even better. We will be close to Ft. Stewart

and rumors are that we will have some event

there or at least some opportunity to visit. In

fact, MG Abrams has urged all regimental

groups and their guests to make an effort to

attend the Savannah reunion. I hope we can

see more of the Active Duty Soldiers we met

in New Orleans and meet more of our

Soldiers at Ft. Stewart. 

Call for Nominations for
2012 National Officers
Nominations for 2012 National Officers

will be accepted from 1/1/12 through
4/23/12. Elections will be held as required
by the Society Constitution Article V, 5.2a
and By-laws Section V, 5.4a. The request
for nominations will be published in the
December, February, and April issues of the
Watch.

Elections for National Society President
and one Vice President from each of the
regions (Eastern, Central, and Western) are
required in 2012. Only Regular Members in
good standing can be nominated and
serve.

All members may nominate and vote for
President of the Society; but only members
residing in a specific Region will nominate
and vote for regional officers within their
region; this is determined by the location of
their Outpost affiliation. Footsie Brit
Members at Large will submit nominations
and vote within the region where their state
of residence is located. All nominations will
be submitted with the written consent of the
nominee. Again, all members may submit
nominations and vote for President of the
Society.

All Elected Officers’ terms are for two
years and, when elected, will serve on the
National Executive Committee. 2012-2014
terms end with the 2014 reunion when
newly elected officers are installed.

A Mail-in Ballot listing nominees for these
offices will be published in the June 2012
issue of the Watch on the Rhine. Send all
letters of nomination and letters of nomina-
tion-acceptance to Bob Bailey, 160
Huguley Road, Opelika AL 36804-1891 or
to his e-mail at maybob56@bellsouth.net. 

Anyone interested in learning about the
responsibilities of holding any office in the
Society can read the Constitution and By-
laws and the Standard Operating
Procedures, both of which are available on
the Society website at www.3rdiv.org. Bob
Bailey sends these two documents as well
as a briefing packet to each nominee as
soon as he/she accepts a nomination for
office in the Society. 

—Submitted by Bob Bailey, 
Elections Chair

Watch Schedule
The Watch editor requires receipt of copy on or before the 5th of the month preced-

ing the month of publication.Exception: October deadline is August 25th. Space fills

quickly so articles sent early have more chance of being published.:

Deadline to the Editor Publication

January 5th..............................................................................February

March 5th................................................................................April

May 5th ..................................................................................June

July 5th ..................................................................................August

August 25th ............................................................................October

November 5th ........................................................................December

In New Orleans, Joe Ball
and Jerry Daddato are
taking direction from
Padre Pio, who became
Saint Pio when he was
venerated in the Catholic
Church in 2002 and can-
onized by Pope John Paul.

93rd Annual Reunion: Savannah
Our 93rd Annual Reunion of the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division will take place

in Savannah, Georgia, Sept. 6-9, 2012. A very fine hotel in the heart of the historic dis-

trict, Hilton Savannah DeSoto, will be our headquarters. Of the four hotels suitable for

our reunion in Savannah, this was the least expensive with rooms at $114 plus tax.

Buffet breakfast for guests is $10. Parking is $13 per day. Room costs, breakfast costs,

and the parking fee are the lowest of the four hotels. There is DOT complimentary

transportation throughout the historic District which stops very near the front door of

the hotel.

Gen. Abrams and the staff of the Third Infantry Division treated us wonderfully well

at the New Orleans Reunion, and they are looking forward to hosting us at Ft. Stewart.

We have always had wonderful events at our reunions in Savannah and at Ft. Stewart,

and I know the 93rd reunion will be as good or better than ever. We will have reports

and comments in all issues of the Watch until reunion time.

We hope a lot of members will be able to attend. With best wishes from the reunion



New Orleans, Louisiana: Thursday, Sept. 8, 2011 
• President, John Fisher called the meeting to order at 2:02

PM.

• Present: President John Fisher, Secretary Treasurer Ray

Anderson (arrived late), Eastern Region VP, Pat Williamson;

Western Region Committeemen, David Mills; Central Region

Committeeman Joe Ball; Chaplain, Jerry Daddato; Awards

Chairman, Nile Stuart; Membership Chairman, Henry Burke;

Webmaster/Data Base Manager, Rich Heller, and Judge

Advocate, Bob Poydasheff.

• In the absence of Sergeant at Arms Bart Viruso, Henry

Burke led the assembled group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

• John Fisher introduced visitor Stacy Poydasheff.

• Chaplain Jerry Daddato delivered the invocation

• President John Fisher announced that there were insufficient

officers present to form a quorum. Without a quorum, no official

business could be considered. Those present discussed items of

importance and concern to the Society but no official business

could be finalized.

• Awards Chairman Nile Stuart reported on the Society

Awards Program. Nile said there would be 10 awards presented

at the Society Banquet. There would be no special awards for the

Active Duty “Soldier of the Year” or the “NCO of the Year,”

because the division is in transition and was unable to make the

selections. Nile voiced his concern over the manner in which the

recipient of the Audie Murphy Achievement Award is deter-

mined. Nile urged that the award be approved by the Ex-Com to

avoid any possible favoritism. The matter will be taken under

advisement. 

• Rich Heller spoke about the continued decline in our mem-

bership ranks. Rich has had good results in recruiting new mem-

bers through the Society Website and it’s our most effective

recruitment tool. Anyone who signs the Guest Book is sent an

application for membership. He also spoke about the use of

“Facebook” as another Internet tool to reach out to Cold War

Vets. Younger vets tend to access the Internet for information.

The latest results of our follow–up on dropped members brought

60 members to the Society. Member Richard Guimond has been

the key player in this follow-up. Continued follow–up on inac-

tive members is showing progress, as we have reduced the num-

ber from 600 to less than 400. Currently, there are 245 Associate

Members, 1512 Regular Members and 1044 Life Members. 

New billing methods for encouraging members to pay on time

were suggested. A tear out dues announcement near the front of

the April Watch was suggested as an idea for getting members’

attention. The decision was deferred.

• Ray Anderson remarked that we need improved involve-

ment by the active Division Command concerning new member-

ship recruiting. Bob Poydasheff informed the committee that

Department of Defense regulations limit what can be done on the

bases as well as the involvement of the Active Division.

Ray Anderson audited the mailed-in ballots that had been

received by Election Chair Bob Bailey. The ballots were to deter-

mine the Western Region Committeemen. David Mills was elect-

ed, but John Shirley and William Rosensteel received the same

number of votes necessitating a run-off election. The decision

was made that ballots would be distributed to Western Region

Reunion attendees at the General Membership Meeting. The

Western Region Members, only, would cast ballots in the run-off

election and would elect either John Shirley or William

Rosensteel.

• President, John Fisher asked if there was any Old Business

to discuss. There was none.

• President John Fisher then called for a motion to close the

meeting. The motion was made and seconded.

• Chaplain, Jerry Daddato gave the benediction, and the meet-

ing adjourned at 3:37 PM.
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Minutes: Executive Committee Meeting

Minutes: Second Executive Committee Meeting

New Orleans, Louisiana: Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011 
• Immediately following the General Membership Meeting,

John Fisher called the Executive Committee Meeting to order at

10:58 AM. Henry Burke led the Pledge of Allegiance,

• Jerry Daddato delivered the invocation,

•Roll Call: Present: John Fisher, President; Ray Anderson,

Secretary/Treasurer; Matt McKenna, Central Region Vice

President; Joe Ball, Central Region Committeeman; David Mills,

Western Region Committeeman; John Shirley, Western Region

Committeeman; Pat Williamson, Eastern Region Vice President;

Jerry Daddato, Chaplain; Bob Poydasheff, Judge Advocate; Rich

Heller, Webmaster/Database Manager; Nile Stuart, Awards

Chairman, and Henry Burke, Membership Chairman, 

• John Fisher announced a quorum was present and official

business could be conducted. 

• John Fisher introduced the subject of the present Society

Quartermaster issue citing the poor health of Pat Williamson.

Leonard Collins has made an offer to assume Pat Williamson’s

QM inventory and become the Society Quartermaster. Pat has

until October 10th to determine the value of his inventory and

negotiate terms of sale with Leonard. 

• Pat Williamson announced that he will transfer from Outpost

5 to Outpost 7. He anticipates becoming the President of Outpost

7 upon the departure of current President, Dave Adams. [Update:

Dave Adams will remain President of Outpost #7; Pat

Williamson will assume the post of Secretary-Treasurer.]

• John Fisher announced that the Society is finding it increas-

ing difficult to get members to assume responsibility for the

Society. He suggested that the Ex-Com consider making

Associate Members eligible to become National officers. After

some discussion and clarification, a motion was made to allow

Associate Members to serve as Regional Vice Presidents,

Regional Committeemen, and National Secretary-Treasurer. The
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office of President was excluded. The motion was made, second-

ed, and passed unanimously. John Fisher asked Joe Ball to write

the C&BL changes.

As previously addressed by Awards Chairman Nile Stuart,

selection of the Audie Murphy Achievement Award recipient

(previously determined by the Regional Vice Presidents) will

now become the responsibility of the Ex-Com. The motion was

made, seconded, and approved in a split vote of 6-0-1. One mem-

ber abstained. John Fisher asked Joe Ball to write the C&BL

changes.

• John Shirley recommends that we continue to have a Society

Reunion Committee oversee the national reunions and urged

retaining the services of the Reunion BRAT. The Reunion BRAT

provides the Society the experience to negotiate the best prices

and is responsible for all schedules and planning for the reunion.

Our next reunion is planned for Ft. Stewart. The location will be

at a top-rated hotel in the Savannah, Georgia, historic area.

Outpost 1 has suggested that the 2013 reunion take place in the

Chicago area. Outpost 1 will do research on possible sites and

costs, and will advise their decision to the Society Reunion

Committee. 

• The meeting ended at 12:30 PM.

• President Fisher reminded those present that the Ex-Com is

continually in session. While this annual committee meeting

ended, the committee remains in session to consider and vote on

any issues brought before it in Fiscal 2011-2012.

• Chaplain Jerry Daddato delivered the benediction.

[Following the reunion, our judge advocate issued an opinion
that the Ex-Com votes concerning associate members being
elected to national offices and the changes in judging of the
Society Audie Murphy Achievement Award require changes to the
Society Constitution and By-laws. The Ex-Com votes mentioned
above have been set aside and are not effective until and unless
approved by the membership by the mail-in ballot published in
the June 2012 Watch.
At this writing, no agreement has been reached between Pat
Williamson and Leonard Collins regarding the Quartermaster
issues. Pat will continue as Society Quartermaster.]

Minutes: General Membership Meeting

New Orleans, Louisiana: September 10, 2011
• President John Fisher called the meeting to order at 8:30

AM; Sergeant at Arms Henry Burke posted the Colors and led the

Pledge of Allegiance; Chaplain Jerry Daddato delivered the invo-

cation.

• Secretary-Treasurer Ray Anderson called the Roll Call of

Officers and Chairs:

• Present: President John Fisher; Secretary-Treasurer Ray

Anderson; Eastern Region Vice President and Quartermaster Pat

Williamson; Central Region Vice President Matt McKenna,

Central Region Committeeman Joe Ball; Western Region

Committeeman and Auditor David Mills; Editor and  Scholarship

Chairman Lynn Ball; Chaplain Jerry Daddato; Judge Advocate

Bob Poydasheff; Medical Officer Dr. Bae Suk Lee; Webmaster

and Roster Manager Rich Heller; Awards Chairman Nile Stuart;

Membership Chairman Henry Burke, and Reunion Chairman

John Shirley. 

• President John Fisher reported that we had no members of

general rank or Medal of Honor recipients in attendance, but we

did have Retired Major General Maurice Kendall present at the

reunion. 

• President John Fisher acknowledged the Society Reunion

Committee and the Reunion BRAT for their fine work organizing

and planning the reunion. 

• Secretary-Treasurer Ray Anderson conducted the Outpost

Roll Call with assistance of Alternate Sergeant at Arms Henry

Burke: OP1, 2; OP 2, 1; OP 3, 3; OP 4, 0; OP 5, 4; OP 7, 0; OP

11, 0; OP 12 0; OP 13, 1; OP 15, 2; OP 17, 2; OP 18, 1; OP 22,

3; OP 33, 0; OP 35, 4;  OP 52, 0; OP 54, 2; OP 57,1; OP 60, 0;

OP 63, 0; OP 88, 0; OP MA, 0; OP 5845, 0; and FBA, 0.

• President John Fisher requested that Lynn Ball deliver her

reports, as editor of the Watch on the Rhine and as Chair of the

Scholarship Foundation, first because she was hosting the Ladies

Brunch and had to leave the Business Meeting early. Lynn said

that all issues of the Watch were mailed on schedule.

Furthermore, she stressed the fact that Watch deadlines are firm;

she does not postpone the Watch deadline, because any delay

would impact the publishing and printing schedules and make

deliveries of the Watch late. Paid advertising in the Watch has

produced $456.00 in 2011-2012 revenue, and the program is

expected to meet its anticipated revenue budget.

Lynn also reported that the 2011 Scholarship Foundation pro-

gram provided 10 scholarship grants of $1,000 each to very wor-

thy recipients. Judges for the awards were Foundation Trustees

Earl Killen, Jerry Kraft, Thomas Maines, and Marco Montoya.

Lynn votes only when there is a tie vote. As Chief Financial

Officer for the Foundation, Joe Ball reported that the value of the

Foundation’s investments is now $120,000, and all investments

are AAA-insured bonds. 

• David Mills suggested to President John Fisher that Lynn

Ball should be commended for her fine work in support of the

Society and as Chair of the Scholarship Foundation. President

John Fisher submitted a motion to that effect. The motion was

seconded and passed.

• Secretary-Treasurer Ray Anderson reported that the Minutes

of the 2010 General Business Meeting held in Arlington, Virginia

were included in each member’s agenda packet and also

appeared in the Watch. A motion was made to accept the minutes

as provided. The motion was seconded and passed. 

• Audit/Treasurer’s Report: Secretary-Treasurer Ray Anderson

requested that our Auditor, David Mills, review the current audit

and thanked Dave for providing the audit and the yearly tax

return for the Society without charge. According to Dave, the

purpose of the auditor is not to find fault, but to verify that the

numbers truly represent the current financial standing of the

Society. According to Dave, the audit showed no material differ-

ences in Society finances. A copy of that audit was enclosed in

each member’s agenda packet. The actual audit appeared in the
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October issue of the Watch. The Treasurer’s Report for the past

fiscal year showed a net increase in funds of $7,795. The General

Fund now stands at $124,362. This was accomplished in a very

difficult economy. A motion was made, seconded and passed to

accept the Audit, Financial Report, and Budget.

• Awards Chairman, Nile Stuart reported that there would be

10 awards presented at the Society Banquet. There would be no

special awards for the Active Duty “Soldier of the Year” or the

“NCO of the Year,” as neither was selected by the Division, due

to deployments. Nile said this is good for his budget but it is dis-

appointing not to be able to recognize our finest Soldiers. Nile

recommended that the C&BL’s be revised to change the voting

procedure for the Audie Murphy Achievement Award. He rec-

ommends Executive Committee approval. The Ex-Com has

taken his recommendation under consideration

• Membership Chairman Henry Burke reported that the

Society is running ads in various veteran publications. The ads

are reciprocal in nature. Regularly, Henry has been visiting the

troops at both Ft. Stewart and Ft. Benning with his traveling com-

panion, Jim Beckworth, and passing out informational brochures

and membership applications. Henry pointed out that member

Dennis Noes of the Marne Riders just recruited 16 new members.

In conjunction with membership recruitment, President John

Fisher commented on the new program to award free member-

ships to many of the active duty command group. It’s hoped that

the command group will communicate the benefits of the Society

to the active duty troops. As always, Henry encourages all mem-

bers to carry a membership application for possible recruitment.

When the window of opportunity comes along, take advantage of

the situation. 

Old Business
• John Shirley addressed the membership concerning the pre-

sent state of affairs with the repair of our monument at Chateau

Thierry, France. John has verified that funds have been received

but the repairs have not been started, as yet. 

• John Burke wanted to know the status of moving the 3rd ID

monuments from the old National Army Infantry Museum to the

grounds of the new museum outside Fort Benning. John Fisher

noted that the project was already approved but no action had

taken place. John Fisher commented that “We are in need of a

formal cost estimate to do the work, along with good references.”

To date, all we have is an estimate of $8,000 to complete the job.

John Fisher asked Bob Poydasheff and John Burke, with the

assistance of Bob Bailey, to see this project through. We are cur-

rently asking members for donations to help fund the project. 

C&BL Changes: The C&BL Chairman was not present. In

his absence President John Fisher asked Joe Ball to update the

group. Joe informed all that the C&BL will be updated in 2012.

During the interim, the Ex-Com will act on any new proposals.

Any approved proposals by the Ex-Com must be approved later

by the membership.

Reunions: John Shirley addressed the group on national

reunions. The 2012 reunion is scheduled and approved to be held

in Savannah, Georgia. The Hilton De Soto has been picked as the

hotel of choice. The room rate is $114 per night, plus taxes, and

the hotel is located in the heart of the historical district with retail

stores nearby. Ft. Stewart is in close proximity. Arrangements

will be made to visit the post. Larry Driscoll made a bid to hold

the 2013 reunion in Chicago, home of OP #1, the Society’s first

outpost. Larry called on Tina Keller to assist with arrangements.

Some suburban hotels such as Marriott have room prices around

$99 per night, plus taxes. Tina is experienced in tourism.

President John Fisher called for a motion to approve Chicago as

the 2013 reunion site. The motion was made, seconded, and

approved. Also discussed were the New York City/New Jersey

areas and the Kansas City area for 2014. 

Election: During the past election for Ex-Com officers, the

Western Region vote for Committeemen John Shirley and

William Rosensteel resulted in a tied vote in the mail-in ballot

election. In a run- off secret vote by Western Region members

only, John Shirley was elected by a vote of 6-2. The Western

Region Committeemen are now David Mills and John Shirley.

Chaplain Jerry Daddato administered the oath of office to the

newly elected Secretary-Treasurer and Committeemen.

• President John Fisher adjourned the meeting at 10:34 AM.

Chaplain Jerry Daddato delivered the benediction, and Sergeant

at Arms Henry Burke retired the colors. 

—Submitted by Ray Anderson, Secretary-Treasurer

Society Raffle Winners

It is my pleasure to announce the winners of the
Annual Society Raffle Drawing. On behalf of the

Society, please accept my thanks to all members
who participated in this very important fundraiser.
The Annual Raffle supplements the annual dues to
keep the Society financially solvent. This year, in a
very tough economic environment, we had raffle tick-
et sales in the amount of $15,497. I also want to
thank Connie Abrams, Sharon Watson, Roberta
Heller, and Henry Burke who assisted me with the
drawing. Following are the winners:

Arthur W. Schultz, Midlothian IL, $200

Robert L. Main, Angles Camp CA, $200

Vincent D. Salceto Jr., Franklinville NJ, $200

Samuel R. Puliafico, Ware MA, $200

John Magunay McNamara, Savannah GA, $500

Outpost #5, N. Babylon NY, $1000

Dorothy M. McDaniel, Sarasota FL, $2000

All prizes are in U.S. Savings Bonds. Recipients
have their choice of the bond or cash. Cash totals
one-half of the face value of the bond.

—Submitted by Raymond C. Anderson,
National Secretary-Treasurer



The Watch on the Rhine Page 11

Honor Flight started in 2005 with six

small, privately-owned planes that

flew only twelve WWII Veterans to visit

their memorial in Washington, DC. Later

that year, to accommodate the growing

number of interested Veterans, Honor

Flight transitioned to commercial airline

carriers to accommodate as many

Veterans as possible. Since then, Honor

Flight has flown more than 30,000 WWII

Veterans to Washington, DC, from cities

all over the country. Today, Honor Flight

is a national network of 93 non-profit

organizations (hubs) whose sole mission

is to honor American Veterans for the sac-

rifices they’ve made on behalf of our

country.

The Program’s mission is to make vis-

iting the WWII Memorial a reality for as

many WWII Veterans as possible. Top pri-

ority is given to the most senior patriots

and Veterans who are terminally ill. Funds

are raised to make sure every Veteran flies

at no cost. Their journey to DC includes

deluxe bus transportation, meals, tee-

shirts and other amenities that are

required to travel comfortably. Disabled

veterans are welcomed and, with advance

notice, complimentary wheelchairs, oxy-

gen, and medical staff are available.

Every trip includes a well-trained team of

volunteers and guardians, who accompa-

ny our Veterans on the aircraft and to their

memorial. All volunteers and guardians

pay their own way to ensure that 100% of

the funds raised goes to the mission.

Recently, two former Cotton balers

were surprised to encounter one another

Germans and his escape which took place

as he and ten others were being relocated.

Americans and French, alike, participated

in a ceremony to honor our many Soldiers

who did not make it home. Tears flowed as

“Taps” was played for them. It was a very

emotional moment.

In speaking about the two-day event,

program coordinator Jocelyn Papelard said,

“The events at Raddon were extremely

moving. The villagers did a fabulous job of

welcoming our veterans and their families.

The school children made little drawings

for the Veterans, and the children unveiled

the monument honoring MOH Recipient

Harold O. Messerchmidt, as well as Lymon

Curvin, Maurice Elowitch, and William

Ellis. The monument was covered with

French flags that they gave to Noel Gusler,

the Messerschmidt family, and the Curvin

family. We cried. The weather was beauti-

ful with the sun streaming over the valley.

We had a magnificent Honor Guard (four

Soldiers representing four branches of the

service), and the USAREUR band was

impressive. Also in attendance were Rear

Admiral Hayes, from USEUCOM, and his

family, and Col. Bill Williams and his wife.

Col. Williams represented General

Hertling, commander of USAREUR and

the 7th U.S. Army. The dedication there

was followed by a reception that included

baked delicacies made by the ladies of the

area.

“The day before, we went to the forest

where the battle took place, and Michael

Messerschmidt, the great nephew of MOH

Recipient Harold O. Messerschmidt, gath-

ered some soil from the place where his

uncle died. There, we cried again.

“On Sunday, the 18th, we had a grand

ceremony at Luxeuil les Baines with chil-

dren of the middle school reciting poems I

chose in French and in English. The third-

graders of Tussing Elementary School sang

a song I taught them in English, and they

performed this for the Americans present.

The title was ‘Thank You Soldiers.’ They

did a very good job considering that their

mother tongue is French. It took only 10

days for them to master it. The accent was-

n’t perfect, but they were pretty good, and

we were proud of them. The little kinder-

garteners made drawings for our guests,

and they had little American flags that they

were waving. It was extremely moving.

“On Monday morning, we went to the

American Cemetery at Epinal where there

was more crying—especially when our

Veterans and their families departed for

Paris. It was like family going away.”

The bonds between the French and

American people were forged and sealed

67 years ago, and these bonds, representing

freedom, can never be broken. “God Bless

America and God Bless France” was one

declaration heard numerous times. We

must add “God Bless the many French offi-

cials and citizens who helped to make these

wonderful events possible and successful.”

At both events there were speeches by

local dignitaries, and our own President

Fisher sent speeches to be read by local

dignitaries at Raddon and Luxeuil. These

were translated into French by Jocelyne

Papelard so everyone present could under-

stand his words, which were very well

received.

Jocelyne expressed appreciation to our

Veterans and their families who attended

the two days of celebration—both for their

attendance and for what the Veterans did

for the French people during WWII. When

asked about the energy expended to coordi-

nate the events, Jocelyne said she gets back

“1000 times more.” To learn more about

the events, please go to the film clip cover-

ing the festivities which is posted on the

Internet at http://www.afneurope.net/Home

/ArticleDisplayDD/tabid/649/aid/20687/D

efault.aspx

—Compiled by Lynn Ball

Daughter and granddaughter of SGT Lymon
Curvin who was honored on memorial at
Raddon, France. ROTM team in background

HONORED from page 1

Mitch Chockla (left) and Jack Silberman at ori-
entation for the Honor Flight.

WWII Veterans:
Honor Flight

Continued on page 23
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The Directors of the Scholarship

Foundation wish to thank our generous

donors of prizes who made the

Scholarship Foundation’s 2011

Fundraising Raffle possible, and we

thank all who participated by purchas-

ing tickets. The funds raised helped to

provide the ten Foundation scholarship

grants awarded in June 2011 and will

contribute to the awards to be presented

in 2012. 

Thanks too, to those who sent spon-

sored awards for 2012. To date, we have

two Legacy Awards in honor of Thomas

W. Mason and Major General Maurice

Kendall, as well as six donor-sponsored

awards to be presented in 2012: “The

Adam Kradyna Award in Honor and

Memory of James Kradyna,” “The 3rd

Squadron, 1st Cavalry Award in Honor

and Memory of Staff Sergeant Jerome

C. Owens”; “The Award in Honor and

Memory of Ralph E. ‘Rick’

Richenbacher”; “The Award in Honor

and Memory of our 3rd Infantry

Division Soldiers,” the “Jocelyne

Papelard Award for Excellence,” and

“The James and Joan Strawn Award for

Excellence.” Additionally, we hope to

have more sponsored awards for the

2012 program. 

We also thank those prize recipients

who sent donations to help defray the

cost of shipping prizes to recipients not

in attendance at the drawing. Very few

recipients of prizes were present so we

shipped over 50 prizes during the week

following the reunion. 

Last, but certainly not least, we

thank Chaplain Jerry Daddato and his

spouse, Kathy Daddato, president of

Outpost #2, for their capable assistance

in drawing and assigning the winning

tickets to the prizes. We also thank Joe

Ball for the accurate record he pre-

served and posted following the draw-

ing.

The following list includes the

prizes, the names of the donors, and the

winner of each prize. This is the order

in which the drawing occurred. Again,

many thanks to our donors.

Scholarship Foundation News
Lynn Ball

Prize Donors Recipients
The Coldest Winter: David Halberstam Dan & Cleo Callahan The Wheeler Family
My Comrades and Me: Al Brown Al Brown Dorothy Sandidge
“WWII: Complete History” 10 DVDs Joe Ball Dan Griffith
Newport: The Sin City Years: Robin Caraway Paul Schewene Emil T. Buke
Newport: The Sin City Years: Robin Caraway Paul Schewene Harry Kagelery
I Remember: John Shirley John Shirley Mary Wayne
I Remember: John Shirley John Shirley Phyllis Alrikas
I Remember: John Shirley John Shirley SFC Rhonda Lawson
Complete set: state quarters Bob Wakefield Michael Golden
“WWII Remembered”: DVDs Jim Kenfield Joe Lupyak
The Day of the Panzer: Jeff Danby Jeff Danby Josiane Selvage
The Day of the Panzer: Jeff Danby Jeff Danby Jan Wiley
7th Infantry Regiment: John C. McManus Dan & Cleo Callahan John Davis
Filtered by Time: Robert Faulkender Robert Faulkender Sara Krider
Watch: Amitron, day/date; waterproof, flex Wayne Conley Max Maddox
Watch: Amitron, gold/silver toned, flex Wayne Conley Jeffrey Morris
WWII Memories: Howard Swacina Howard Swacina Vincent Feola
Third and Ten: William J. Kunz William J. Kunz Richard Gallmeyer
My Journey: Murray Simon Murray Simon Richard Weaver
Dogface Soldier: Truscott: Wilson Heffner Wilson Heffner William A. Ball
Dogface Soldier: Truscott: Wilson Heffner Paul J. Schewene Tom Dale
American Flag over Afghanistan for 3rd I.D. MSGT Ron Heitzenrater Tony Gonzales
American Flag over Afghanistan for 3rd I.D MSGT Ron Heitzenrater Lester Schaeffer
Psalm Quilt/Tapestry Henry & Pennie Burke John Fisher
Cold Ground’s Been my Bed: Daniel Wolfe Dan Wolfe Andrew Sanchez
To Hell and Back: Audie Murphy Dan & Cleo Callahan Dwight Swacina
Wild Blue: Stephen E. Ambrose Joe Ball Caleb Blain
Battles of the Korean War: VFW Panel MSGT Ron Heitzenrater Darin Nunn
The Impostor Wore #13: Ed Plaisted Ed Plaisted Samuel Puliafico
Uncut: 16 $1.00 bills: Engraving/Printing Wayne Conley Darren Chambers
“The Forgotten War,” 3 DVDs Jim Kenfield John White
A Kid from Pittsburgh: Marion Rosen Marion Rosen Jack Warren Jr.
Jack Toffey’s War: Jack Toffey IV Jack Toffey IV Robert Doman
Photo Album/3rd I.D. Patch Lynn Ball Sherwon G. Hunt
Uncirculated Silver Dollar, 1923 “Peace” Wayne Conley Jerry Kraft
Uncirculated Silver Dollar, 1931 “Morgan” Wayne Conley John Shirley
Uncomon Valor: Zimmerman and Gresham Zimmerman & Gresham Angeline Bratakis
Uncirculated Silver Dollar 1887 Morgan Wayne Conley Alex Alrikas
From an Iowa Farm to Korea: Dale Geise Dale Geise Richard Serio
From an Iowa Farm to Korea: Dale Geise Dale Geise Billy King
Man’s Watch: Outdoor, camouflage band Wayne Conley Darwin Underwood
Queen-size Quilt: 3rd I.D. Patch Kathy Daddato William Deitelbaum
Bill Maulden’s Army: Maulden Thomas Maines Donald Garrison
Bill Maulden’s Army: Maulden Thomas Maines S. F. Siemrzugh
Act II: WWII: Bruce Monkman Bruce Monkman Leonard Koshak
Family Meal: Tyler Florence Anonymous Richard Jensen
Country Cooking: Firefly Books Anonymous William E. Paul
Faces of War: Ed. Norman Strickbine Strickbine & Bae Suk Lee Odis E. Hickman
Faces of War: Ed. Norman Strickbine Strickbine & Bae Suk Lee Dale M. Marker
Faces of War: Ed. Norman Strickbine Strickbine & Bae Suk Lee Dale McGraw
Faces of War: Ed. Norman Strickbine Strickbine & Bae Suk Lee Harvey I Sladkus
Holy Bible, International: Publisher, 3rd I.D. MSGT Ron Heitzenrater Marty Chambers
Geneva Clock: photo frame and album Wayne Conley Jerome Daddato
CD Collection: 1940s/50s Radio Programs Wayne Conley R. W. Jech
M1 non-firing replica, movable action,& sling Joe Ball J. M. McNamara
.36 Cal. Colt, 1851 Navy Revolver/Accces. Wayne Conley C. Lamlein/Donated back
3rd I.D. Denim Jacket Pat Williamson Leonard Kolshak
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We thank the donors listed below. It is because of our donors’

kind support that we are able to provide assistance to some of our

3rd I.D. scholars. We are very proud of our recipients. We truly

have a lot of very intelligent offspring in our 3rd Infantry

Division family.

Levels of Giving
Platinum Star, $50,000–$99,999; Gold Star, $10,000–$49,999; 

Silver Star, $5,000–$9,999; 

Platinum, $1,000–$4,999; Gold; $500–$999; Silver, $100–$499;

Bronze, $1–$99.

Platinum Donors

• James and Joan Strawn

Silver Donors

• Joe and Lynn Ball

Bronze Donors

• Francis Daniello 

• Richard & Barbara McKiddy 

• Andrew T. &Jennie Sanchez

• Marianne Stuart 

• Dale Sump

SCHOLARSHIP  FUND  DONATIONS
Donors contributing since the last publication of the Watch on the Rhine
include the following:

2011 Society
Awards Banquet
An unexpected highlight of the awards presentation in New

Orleans occurred when MG Robert “Abe” Abrams,

assisted by CSM Edd Watson, presented special framed certifi-

cates and the General’s coin to Rich Heller and Lynn Ball. The

presentations recognized their “outstanding” work done for the

Society. This is the first time we know of when the Third

Infantry Division has presented framed certificates to deserving

Society members. General Abrams and his staff obviously

selected the right people to be honored. Both Rich and Lynn

were very pleased to receive this special recognition. We thank

MG Abrams and CSM Watson for the awards on behalf of the

3rd Infantry Division.

The following 11 Society Awards were reported in the

October Watch on the Rhine and are recapped here in alphabet-

ical order under the award title. They include past and present

service to the Society.

n The President’s Special Awards went to Lynn Ball,
Editor of The Watch on The Rhine, Scholarship Foundation

Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer of Outpost #35; Richard

Guimond, Re-recruitment Chair, 2011, and recruitment in pre-

vious years; Richard Heller, Society Roster and Website

Manager; Rock of the Marne Association, French Re-enactors

bringing honor and recognition to our 3rd Infantry Division;

John Shirley, Reunion Committee Chair, various committees

and chairmanships, former Society President, military service

during WWII, and Bartolo Viruso, Society Sergeant-at-Arms,

President of Outpost #5, and Trustee-Treasurer of the 15th

Infantry Regimental Association.

nThe Society Service Awards were presented to Joe Ball,
Central Region Committeeman, 2009 Society Reunion Chair,

C&BL Chair, Outpost #35 President, work in securing recipro-

cal ads, and military service in Korea; Henry Burke, Society

Membership Chairman and Sergeant-at-Arms, and Nile Stuart,

Awards Chairman, former Western Region Committeeman, ser-

vice on various committees, and military service in Korea

nThe Society’s “Outstanding Associate Member Award

was presented to Lula Coble, for outstanding service to the

Society and to Outpost #35 since the Outpost’s beginning in

1974

nThe Audie Murphy Achievement Award was presented
to Raymond Anderson, Society Secretary-Treasurer and mili-

tary service in Korea 

—Submitted by Nile Stuart, Awards Chairman

Get your 3ID bumper sticker from Bon Bailey, 160 Huguley
Road, Opelika AL 36804-1891.

Scholarship Foundation Fiscal 2010-2011 Report

Net Assets on 6/30/10 $ 120,265.70
Opening Cash Balance: 7/1/10 $ 10,265.70
Total Fiscal 2010-11 Receipts $ 33,034.50

Cash Donations $15,411.00
Investment Income 5,112.50
Raffle Sales 12,511.00

Disbursements $ 24,022.96
Bond Purchases $10,034.69
Scholarship Grants 10,000.00
Operating Expense 895.59
Raffle Expense 2,733.68
Surety Bond 359.00

Net Assets on 6/30/11 $ 139,277.24
Cash $ 19,277.24
Bond Total $ 120,000.00

$30,000 @ 4.50%
10,000 @ 4.75%
25,000 @ 4.75%
10,000 @ 4.75%

10,000 @ 4.50%
10,000 @ 5.00%
15,000 @ 4.50%
10,000 @ 4.63%

Net Increase in assets on 6/30/11 $ 19,011.54

Amounts Payable $ 0.00
Amounts Receivable: 2011-2012 Bond Income $ 5,575.00

—Submitted by Joe Ball, Chief Financial Officer
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Chaplain’s Corner
Jerry Daddato

Dear Veteran’s and Families and Active Duty Soldiers;

When you read my report, our Reunion in New Orleans will be

over. I want to thank the Reunion Committee for putting on a great

reunion that will not be forgotten soon. They were John Shirley, Nile

Stuart, Joe Ball, and David Mills. I also want to thank the Reunion

BRAT, “Kim,” for her good work. From registration to the smallest

detail, everything went off like clockwork. 

The highlight of the reunion was meeting the Commander of the

3rd Infantry Division, MG Robert Abrams, and his wife, Connie, and

CSM Edd Watson and his wife, Sharon. MG Abrams gave us a heads

up on just what the 3rd I.D. will be doing in the future and also

showed a nice video of what is going on today. It showed our 3rd

Infantry Division Soldiers in action and it was very informative and

quite impressive.

I want to thank Lynn and Joe Ball for all of their work that they

do for us and the Society of the 3rd Infantry Division, starting a year

in advance to get the scholarship raffle for the Foundation started.

They then accept applications, set up the judging of the applications,

assemble and record the donor’s prizes to support the fundraising

which enables the scholarship grant awards for our children and

grandchildren, place numerous tickets into the tumbler, pick names

and haul all unclaimed prizes home to be packed and shipped to the

winners. Plus Lynn is our Watch Editor in Chief (I know that takes a

lot of time), and Joe serves on our Executive Committee. So we

should thank them for the timeless efforts they put forward for all of

us in the Society and the 3rd I. D.

Also deserving a lot of thanks are the donors who contributed the

prizes for the Scholarship Foundation. Without them, there would not

have been a raffle. Thanks, very much. Your important contributions

were not overlooked. Many people praised our various donors for

their gifts.

The tours that we went on were just great. The WWII Museum

had a C-47 and other planes and boats hanging from the ceiling. Also

the movie narrated by Tom Hanks entitled “Beyond all Boundaries”

was something special, and I believe it should be mandatory viewing

by 9th grade students so our children of today see just what their

grandfathers and grandmothers went through to save the world. The

movie was loud and the seats vibrated so you got the real effect of on-

screen events. The film is something your chaplain will never forget,

because I was too young to be involved in WWII, but I remember my

mother going, a few times a week, to the library at night to rip cloth

to make bandages for the military. God bless those volunteers; they

helped win the war.

The Society Awards presentation that was given by Nile Stuart

and John Burke was very impressive. All of the award recipients

were very deserving for all of their hard work. Sometimes we forget

just what people do to keep the Society functioning day-by-day. Also,

we should not forget what Henry Burke does to increase member-

ship. Additionally, he spends his time and money making walking

canes that he awards to people who help our Society. Thank you,

Henry. This year, Henry awarded his beautiful canes to MG Abrams,

Joe Ball, and George Burks.

If there was anyone who deserved the “Audie Murphy” award,

other than Raymond Anderson, I would like to

know who. Ray is a Korean War Vet and also

our Society Treasurer for several terms. Thank

you, Ray.

I also want to thank my wife, Kathy, who gave two quilts to two

Wounded Warriors at this reunion. These brave Soldiers put their

lives on the line for all of us Americans. God Bless them both. SPC

C. Myers and SGT M. Singleton, we thank you again for what you

do for us and our country; stay safe.

A special thanks goes to Connie Abrams, the spouse of our

Commander. She agreed to take a stack of Kathy’s baby quilts to dis-

tribute at the military hospital in Georgia, for our 3rd I. D. newborns.

Connie also agreed to receive and distribute future shipments from

Kathy so our new little Soldiers will stay warm. God Bless you,

Connie. We appreciate you very much.

I also want to thank Nile Stuart, Pennie and Henry Burke, and

John Burke for their help with the Memorial Breakfast. I can, as

Chaplain, always count on them. By the way, the hotel staff at the

Astor Crowne Plaza was very nice and the service was top notch, and

also it was the first hotel I’ve seen that gave eye covers and ear plugs

to those who were there. Need I say more?

Finally, if anyone took pictures at our Reunion please forward

them ASAP to another hard worker from the Society, Rich Heller our

Web Master, so he can put them on our Society website.

Till we meet again, God bless you and our military, and God Bless

America. Thank you, your chaplain, Jerry Daddato, ROTM

Revised U.S. Military Korean War Statistics

Battle Dead: 33,741
Killed in Action: 23,615
Died of Wounds 2,459
Died While Missing (MIA) 4,820
Died While Captured (POW) 2,847

Non-Battle Deaths 2,827
Total Deaths in Theater: 36,568
Died Elsewhere (Worldwide during Korean War) 17,678
Total Deaths 54,246
Wounded (not mortal) 103,284
By Branch of Service

Total Army battle deaths 27,731
Total Air Force battle deaths 1,238
Total Marine battle deaths 4,267
Total Navy battle deaths 505

Unaccounted (Not identified/not recovered) 8,064
Prisoner of War 1,900
Killed in Action 1,572
Missing in Action 4,592

Prisoners of War 7,286
POWs Returned to US Control 4,418
POWs Who Died While Captured 2,847
POWs Who Refused Repatriation 21

Number who Served in Korean Theater 1,789,000
Number who Served Worldwide 5,720,000
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by John Shirley, Reunion Chair

R
eunion attendees had a very nice four

days in New Orleans. This is a great

city and our visit to the WWII

National Museum and our city tour were very

interesting. Our hotel in the French Quarter

was especially nice and was surrounded by

some great restaurants.

The President’s Reception was appreciat-

ed by all in attendance as we watched and lis-

tened to The Crescent City Sound Chorus

singing a wide variety of songs from WW II

and also from New Orleans. We heard a fine

talk on the history of the Washington

Artillery, an artillery battalion that has made

New Orleans its home since 1838. This bat-

talion fought in support of the 3rd Infantry

Division in Africa, Italy, France, and

Germany during WW II. In recent years it

fought alongside the Division in Iraq. John

Fisher welcomed us to the 92nd annual

reunion, and John Shirley gave a brief talk

about our amazing industrial capacity in WW

II.

Lynn and Joe Ball and helpers had a fine

display of the many raffle prizes donated for

the scholarship fundraising raffle. Pat

Williamson had a very broad selection of

items to sell at the quartermaster’s store. The

Reunion BRAT had the hospitality room well

stocked with a delicious variety of snacks,

fruit, and drinks. It was a popular place for old

and new friends to meet.

We had a fine business meeting for the

members on Saturday morning, while the

ladies of the Society enjoyed brunch hosted

by Lynn Ball. The highlight of the reunion

was the Awards Banquet. MG Robert

Abrams and his wife, Connie, and CSM Ed

Watson and his wife, Sharon, made a special

effort to be with us. MG Abrams discussed

the Division and its plans for another deploy-

ment to Iraq in the near future to prepare for

the final draw-down from Iraq of almost all of

our troops. The talk was augmented with an

interesting video of the Division in action.

MG Abrams made two very special awards

for exceptional service to the Society. One

went to our database and website manager,

Rich Heller, and the other one went to Lynn

Ball, editor of the Watch. Henry Burke pre-

sented his wonderful canes to Gen. Abrams,

George Burks, and Joe Ball. Purple Heart

Recipients S/Sgt. C. Myers and SPC M.

Singleton received beautiful quilts make by

Kathy Daddato.

Connie Abrams and Sharon Watson assist-

ed Secretary Ray Anderson in the drawing for

the prize winners in the Society Raffle. Ray

thanked everyone for their support of the raf-

fle. Raffle income is very important to keep

our Society income in line with expenses.

The active Division was very supportive

with a fine exhibit of Division history from

1917 to present times, made available by the

diligent work of Major Chandria White, and

SGM Lekeith Artis and Soldiers of their unit.

The 3rd Infantry Division Color Guard was

outstanding. SFC Rhonda Lawson, from the

Public Affairs Office, interviewed several

Veterans and took a great many photographs

during the reunion. She prepared two great

articles about the reunion that appeared in the

Frontline (the newspaper at Fort Stewart) on

September 15th. 

The reunion concluded on Sunday morn-

ing with our traditional Memorial Service and

breakfast. It was beautifully conducted by

Chaplain Jerry Daddato, Pennie Burke and

three G Co. 15th Infantry Regimental com-

rades that served together in Korea: Nile

Stuart, Henry Burke, and John Burke. The

names of 140 deceased comrades and five

active duty Soldiers were read. President

John Fisher thanked everyone for attending

the reunion and invited everyone to attend the

reunion next year in Savannah.

John Shirley, Nile Stuart, Joe Ball, and

David Mills—the Society Reunion

Committee—are truly grateful to MG

Abrams and the Soldiers of the Division for

their great support and participation. We also

thank all who helped with the reunion and all

who attended to make this a fine 92nd Annual

Reunion of the Society of the Third Infantry

Division.

New Orleans Reunion
MG Abrams made two very
special awards for exceptional
service to the Society. One
went to our database and web-
site manager, Rich Heller, and
the other one went to Lynn
Ball, editor of the Watch.

French Liberation
Ceremonies
By John Shirley

It was my good fortune to be able to attend

the Raddon-Luxeul liberation ceremonies.

I arrived three days early and was able to par-

ticipate in eight liberation ceremonies where

the 3rd and 36th Infantry Divisions fought.

While I was the only WW II veteran in atten-

dance at the September 15th and 16th cere-

monies held in seven communities, local cit-

izens and French Veterans, and in some vil-

lages, numbers of school children participat-

ed enthusiastically. Wreaths were placed at

monuments or plaques commemorating their

liberation. Joining us at these ceremonies

were Claude Deltieure, son of 7th Infantry

Regiment veteran Staff Sgt. Rene Deltieure,

and Robert Taverni, son of Frank Taverni,

who was killed, while fighting with the 15th

Infantry Regiment, and is buried at the

Epinal Cemetery.

Eric Vandroux had been the contact with

all these communities when we thought a

Special Seventh Army Tour would take place

with visits to these areas. The tour did not

take place so Claude, Robert, and I were

pleased to represent the veterans of the

Division where these battles occurred.

The ceremonies in Raddon and Luxeuil

were outstanding and are reported elsewhere

in the Watch. I presented the President’s

Outstanding Service award to members of

the Rock of the Marne Association. These

young men, reenact A Company, 10

Eric Vandroux receives a Society President’s
Special Award presented by John Shirley for Eric’s
work with the school children who participate in
the Memorial Day services at the American
Cemetery in Epinal, France, and for his extensive
work in planning commemoration ceremonies and
special events honoring the 3rd Infantry Division.

Continued on page 27 
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Dog Tags, written by Ginger Cucolo, is a paperback volume

of 344 pages, which includes a Table of Contents, End Notes, and

a Bibliography of works pertaining to

the subject. Chapter One provides a

brief “History of the Dog Tag” in

America. Chapter Two, “In Life and

Death,” deals with the meaning of the

dog tag to both Soldiers and family

members. In these opening chapters,

several family members express pride

and comfort in having the dog tags of a

family member, and others discuss feel-

ings of closure and peace in knowing

what happened to their deceased loved

one. 

This book does not evoke sadness. Rather, it provides the

reader with a measure of satisfaction knowing that the dog tag

promotes the confidence Soldiers have in knowing that the tag

will speak for them in situations when they cannot speak for

themselves. This removes the fear that critical information con-

cerning medical histories might be unknown to doctors treating

wounds as well as the fear that they will be “forgotten” on a bat-

tlefield.

Throughout the book, we learn of the evolution of identifica-

tion methods, their regulation and use from country-to-country,

and the personal attachment many Soldiers had and still have to

their dog tags. Incidentally, “Dog Tags” is a nickname; the mili-

tary thinks of them as “personal identification tags or badges.”

No one knows exactly how the nickname started, but Ginger

includes several possibilities. The one I like best has to do with a

stray dog that arrived at a railway mail station and seemed to

adopt the job of guarding the mailbags. As the legend goes, the

dog became widely known and traveled from city-to-city and

from railway mail station-to-railway mail station, guarding the

mail bags. Since all of the postal workers along the mail route

developed a feeling of ownership in the dog, workers at each sta-

tion attached a representative “tag” to the dog’s collar. Before

long, the collar was inordinately heavy so one railway mail exec-

utive designed a harness and vest for the dog and moved the tags

to the vest to distribute their weight and provide some comfort

for the dog. Before long, the dog’s vest was pretty full of tags.

Railway mail station employees named the scruffy little critter

“Owney,” and today he is preserved, wearing his vest, at the

Smithsonian Postal Museum. If this is how the personal identifi-

cation badges got their nickname, our members of the military

are in very good company.

There is also a section that deals with various memorials

involving dog tags. For instance the University of Arizona’s

Student Union Memorial Building is designed to be reminiscent

of the battle ship Arizona, lost at Pearl Harbor on December 7,

1941. In front of the building is a sculpture fashioned to look like

a ship’s rigging. The “lines” are comprised of dog tags—each

baring the name of one of the 1,177 Sailors who lost his life that

day. There is also a separate section of the rigging sculpture that

records, on dog tags, the names of the 334 Sailors who survived

that horrific event. At the Old North Church in Boston,

Massachusetts, there are rows of dog tags arranged in a fence-

like sculpture that honor the members of the military lost in the

Iraq and Afghanistan Wars. These are just two of the many

memorials that incorporate dog tags.

Very wisely, Ginger included the following poem by PFC S.

G. Leach Jr. entitled “My Dog Tags.” 

Last night as I lay on my pillow,

I heard my dog tags say:

Don’t be blue, old fellow,

I’m with you night and day.

If death should ever part us,

Don’t feel sad and blue.

I’ll be there to take your place—

I’ll go home for you.

I know my dog tags are faithful.

They go where e’er I roam.

But I will do my darndest,

To beat those dog tags home.

Dog Tags is available for $14.95, plus shipping, at the fol-

lowing website: http://outskirtspress.com/bookstor/

978083305705.html The book is also available in digital for-

mats.

Ordinary Heroes, by Scott Turow, is a work of historical fic-

tion. While the military events that take place are quite accurate

the storyline involving the characters is

fictional. The story takes place during

the Battle of the Bulge and important

events incorporate the fighting in and

around Bastogne. The story has every-

thing a story-lover could want: mystery,

intrigue, suspected espionage, sabotage,

activities of the French Resistance, the

horrors of Balingen concentration

camp, military quirks (always a good

topic), a brave and amazing dog and, if

the reader pays close attention, a love

story reveals itself at the very end—all

stories of ordinary heroes.

The story opens upon the death of the main character, David

Dubin, who had been a JAG lawyer attached to Patton’s Third

Army. His son, Stewart Dubinsky (original family name), who is

a journalist, realizes that he never “knew” his father. He decides

to do a bit of investigating to learn the essence of the man he

always thought of as “distant.” He discovers that court martial

charges were brought against his father so he digs deeper. He

learns that these charges stemmed from his father’s failure to

obey orders to arrest Robert Martin, an OSS officer suspected of

espionage, when he had the opportunity. The reader’s attention is

captivated by the fact that Robert Martin keeps performing brave

Book Reviews
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and heroic acts of sabotage against the Germans, which he claims

are sanctioned under OSS orders, but which do not coincide with

the Allies’ military efforts or the orders of his commanding offi-

cer. Additionally, his commanding officer cannot seem to verify

Robert Martin’s OSS orders and feels that Martin is an insubor-

dinate loose cannon at best and an espionage agent working

against the British and American military efforts at worst. On

many occasions, Martin is ordered to report to his commanding

officer, which he does not do. Instead, he goes off to execute

another feat of heroism that he claims was ordered by the OSS.

His commanding officer becomes obsessed with punishing

Martin so he orders David Dubin to find and arrest Robert

Martin.

We follow the trail of Martin, through the eyes of David

Dubin, as he commits several acts of sabotage against the

Germans. We also learn a great deal about Robert Martin’s

female companion, one of several members of the French

Resistance. We parachute into beleaguered Bastogne with Dubin

and go to the battlefield outside Bastogne with him where we

experience horrific fighting as well as Dubin’s fears and ulti-

mately his grief at the loss of so many Soldiers, including his dri-

ver and close friend who refused to leave his side. We are with

him when he witnesses the horrors of Balingen concentration

camp, and we follow him to the end of Martin’s life. We stay with

Stewart Dubinsky throughout his search for the truth of his father

AND his mother.  

This is a great book. It is available from any of the book-

sellers, including those selling books on the Internet. The price

inside the book cover is $28.00, but I got my copy for $8.00 from

Barnes and Nobel’s “Special Sale” shelf. There may be cheaper

prices available on the Internet.

The Piece of Bread
[The following article was written by Sophia Loren; it was sent to us
by Harlan Adolphson who found it in an unnamed magazine.]

I was six years old when the war came to Pozzuoli, a town near

Naples where I lived in a small flat with my mother and five other

relatives.

One of the main memories I have of the

war is of the constant hunger. Money didn’t

have much value. Food was the real curren-

cy—if you had food, you were rich. It got to

the point where we didn’t set the table any-

more because there was nothing to eat.

Whatever we could find, we would eat

immediately. It’s like giving food to a dog;

whenever he gets it he eats it.

I will always remember the taste of the

bread we ate. When you cut it, the insides of

the black, gooey loaf stuck to the knife. The

bread was inedible—damp and sticky inside

and hard as a rock outside. My sister and I

were so disgusted by it that we would gut

the inside of the loaf and make little animals

with it, as one would with clay. But then the

next morning we were so hungry again that

we would eat the little animals—this dried

out, dirty dough. It was terrible, but it was

food.

It was my job to go to the bakery. Our ration—for eight people—

consisted of one large loaf with a little extra piece added to it to round

out the weight. I was always tempted to eat the little extra piece. As

I walked home, I would think about how hungry I was and how good

the bread smelled. I’d wait until I reached a certain store near our

house and I would say to myself, ‘Sophia, if you don’t eat it now,

you’ll never get a chance to eat it before you reach home.’ That was

my rationale. So at the same spot, on every trip, I would gobble down

that extra little piece. It was an act that made me suffer a great deal;

because, in a way, I was betraying my family. But my hunger was so

great that I felt I had no choice. I’m sure my family knew what was

going on, but they never said a thing. I still think about it often, and

I still feel guilty.

Sophia Loren, 1944, at ten
years of age. After endur-
ing four years of wartime
deprivation in Italy, Loren
said, “Like all children
then, I grew up fast.”

Display the 3ID Patch Proudly 
& Support the Scholarship Fund

1. Inside Window Decal with Society’s Emblem—2 ½ inches
round, blue & white, silk-screened, self-clinging, easy to remove.
2. General All Purpose Decal with Society’s Emblem—3 inches
round, blue and white vinyl, permanent adhesive. It can be used
on bumpers, books, suitcases and more.
3. Bumper Sticker with 3rd I.D. Patch—10 inches x 2 ¼ inches.
Blue printing on a white background. Permanent adhesive.
Donations are accepted and a portion will go to our Scholarship
Foundadion. Donors’ names will be recognized in The Watch on
the Rhine. Make checks payable to the Society of the 3rd Infantry
Division. Send a #10 (large), stamped, self-addressed envelope
to Bob Bailey, 160 Huguley Road, Opelika AL 36804-1891.
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ed that everyone who has a 2009 Roster check his/her informa-

tion and send corrections to Rich Heller soon, for placement in

the 2012 Roster which goes to press in December. The next meet-

ing is scheduled for April 11, 2012, at the Golden Corral, 7117 N.

Division, Spokane, Washington. Having completed our business,

the meeting was closed in regular form.

Submitted by Dale McGraw, Secretary

John S. Cole
Tampa, FL2

Our fall reunion occurred on November 19, past the deadline

for the December issue. Please watch this space in the February

2012 issue for a report.

Congratulations to Dorothy McDaniel for winning the Society

raffle drawing at the National Reunion in New Orleans in

September, and congratulations to Alex and Phyllis Alrikas for

winning prizes in the Scholarship Foundation raffle drawing also

held at the Reunion. The ladies from Outpost 2 appreciated the

talk given by Lynn Ball at the Ladies’ Brunch about how the con-

trols on child labor in Eighteenth Century England affected the

textile industry and led to laws today and how writings of that

day influenced the outcome.

Jack Silberman travelled on an Honor Flight to Washington

DC on September 4. 

Only nine Outpost #2 tee shirts remain on hand at this writing.

Order quickly if you would like to have one. 

At last count, Outpost 2 had 161 members: 129 full-time

Florida residents from 88 different cities, 21 full-time residents

of 17 other states, 10 members who are snowbirds with two

addresses, and one member lives in Spain.

Submitted by Robert Gibson, Secretary

Fort George Wright
Spokane, WA 4

Tommy Thompson
Minneapolis, MN12

Fort George Wright Outpost, Spokane, Washington, met at the

Golden Corral on October 12, 2011. Outpost President Lyle

Kerns opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance. All

reports were accepted as presented. Robert Valen, outpost histo-

rian, explained his plans for scheduled interviews with 3rd

Division Vets. 

A few photos taken at the Memorial Dedication were viewed

and one was selected for publication in the Watch. Dale suggest-

The spring meeting of Outpost #12 will be held on April, 28-

29, 2012, at the Country Inn & Suites in Albert Lea, Minnesota.

Because of the continued decline in attendance by Outpost mem-

bers, we decided at the last meeting that the Outpost would

absorb the cost of the dinners at the spring meeting. Our hope is

that some of our inactive members will attend and thus become

active members. 

The February 2012 issue of the Watch will contain all the stip-

ulations with which you must comply in order for you and your

guest (2 people total) to have your dinner paid for by the outpost.

The banquet is catered into the motel, and the number of meals

have to be guaranteed ahead of time. If you have any questions

my home address, phone number, and e-mail address are listed

on the last page of every Watch in the Outpost Register.

—Submitted by Jerry Manley, Secretary-Treasurer

Pat Williamson has assumed the position of OP #7 Secretary-

Treasurer, and he stood in for President Dave Adams on

Veteran’s Day at the Outpost’s wreath laying ceremonies at

Arlington National Cemetery. Pat resigned from his former posi-

tion as Outpost #5 Secretary-Treasurer to assume his new duties.

[As we understand Pat’s situation, he is maintaining his duties in

Outpost #5 until January 2012, but he is helping with Outpost

#7’s needs as well.]

News From The Outposts

Washington, DC
Washington, DC7

Outpost  #4
members at
Memorial Day
Dedication of 3rd
I.D. Monument at
State Veterans
Cemetery, Medical
Lake, Washington.

Arizona
Phoenix, AZ15

Because of his failing health, officers presented Outpost

#15’s “Outstanding Dedication Award” to Past President Carl

Duncan at his home prior to the November meeting. Carl, 90,

a WW II veteran, has been a long time member and office

holder in the Outpost and in the Society. Carl served 11 years

as Secretary-Treasurer of Outpost 15 and six years as the

Western Region Vice President. Carl organized and hosted

the 2001 Society reunion in Arizona. This was especially dif-

ficult because the terrorist attacks of 9/11 occurred shortly
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before the planned reunion which affected attendance as

many of those who planned to attend cancelled or were

unable to complete their travel arrangements to the reunion,

but the reunion went on as planned.

Carl’s son, Hugh, current president of Outpost 15, and his

grandson have all served on active duty with the 3rd Infantry

Division (a three-generation photograph was previously pub-

lished in the Watch).

All Outpost #15 members, families, and friends were

encouraged to participate in the 2011 Phoenix Veterans’ Day

Parade. It was of special interest since our own Society mem-

ber, David Mills, served as the Korean War Grand Marshal.

Because the parade required walking and carrying flags,

members were given the options of participating, being spec-

tators, or simply joining other outpost members for lunch,

after the parade, at Curtis Gentry’s home. The dress code was

“Anything that has the Society name or logo on it.” 

—Submitted by Curtis Gentry, 
Vice President, Western Region

[We hope to have photos for the February Watch.]

Outpost #35 held its fall meeting in Fredericksburg, Texas, at

Andy’s Steak and Seafood Grill on November 12, 2011. The

highlight of the meeting was the presentation of the Society’s

“Outstanding Associate Member Award” to Lula Coble. A much

larger version of the banner shown here was designed and pro-

duced by Justin Valle and prominently displayed in the meeting

room to greet Lula and her guests. Since Lula’s eyesight is fail-

ing, we have switched to verbal and textual communications. We

also gave Lula a soft plush animal (for her November birthday)

to remind her of how much she is loved and respected. Thanks

for the banner, Justin. A full report will appear in the February

Watch. 

At the reunion in New Orleans, the following Outpost mem-

bers were in attendance: Joe and Lynn Ball, Ernie and Bridie

Buckholz, Camile Chaisson, and Jack Wold. On the tour of the

New Orleans Cemetery, we captured a photo of Joe Ball and

Society Chaplain Jerry Daddato practicing spiritual reverence. It

appears in this issue of “From the Editor.”

—Submitted by Lynn Ball, Secretary-Treasurer

Our fall meeting was well attended with 43 present. Several

of the Soldiers from Fort Benning were in attendance. Major

Irving introduced our speaker, Captain Caleb Phillips. 

Captain Phillips, who recently became a member of the

Society, gave a very interesting talk concerning events in

Afghanistan. A motion by Bob Bailey to have two officer vacan-

cies filled was seconded by John Burke and approved by those in

attendance. Major Harry Irving will serve as the Outpost Vice

President and Mary Anne Bailey will serve as Outpost Chaplain.

New members introduced were Capt. Caleb Phillips, CSM Alan

Hemmel, and 1st SGT LaVares J. Jackson Sr. LaVares also won

the door prize, some of which he used to join the Society.

Outpost reports were given by Bob Bailey and approved by all

present. Our next meeting was discussed by MAJ Irving, and it

was decided that we will meet in January, possibly on a Friday.

Holding the meeting on a Friday will free time for family mem-

bers to attend their children and grandchildren’s Saturday sports

events. Details of our next meeting will be communicated to all

members when available.

—Submitted by Bob Bailey, Secretary-Treasurer

Europe
5845

Robert D. Maxwell, who received the Medal of Honor for his

actions in the city of Besancon on September 7, 1944, recently

visited that city in conjunction with Outpost Europe’s Operation

Dragoon commemorations in Southern France. Bob was accom-

panied by his grandson, Jordan Ellison, and joined Monika and

Tim Stoy in representing the 3rd Infantry Division at numerous

ceremonies commemorating the 67th anniversary of the libera-

tion of communities in Provence. 

Audie L. Murphy35

Golden Gate Outpost #54 held its Veterans Day

meeting on November 12 at the Brass Door Restaurant. A full

report on the meeting will be in the February Watch.

—Submitted by John Shirley, President

Golden Gate
San Francisco, CA54

Fort Benning
Columbus, GA60

MOH Recipient Robert Maxwell participates with Mayor Bruno Durieux and
Sous-prefet Denis Gaudin, and representatives of the 3rd Infantry Division
in the plaque dedication at Grignan.

Continued on page 22 
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The October 2009 Watch on the Rhine
carried a feature story about the U.S.S.
Libra—the ship on which Associate

Member Monte Guidry served during

WWII. The Libra had quite an interesting

history and was still around to support ship-

ments to Korea during that conflict.

Monte was a radio operator on the

Libra, and on August 15, 1945, he record-

ed the first communication of the Japanese

surrender. Most generously, he has shared

the actual communication with us.

Accompanying the communiqué, Monty

included the following note. “When I was

on duty as a radio operator [. . .] the first

Japanese surrender massage came in, and

this copy is for you folks. Our ship, the USS
Libra AKA-12, was the oldest combat

cargo ship in the Pacific at war’s end. It

started at Guadalcanal; then the Libra par-

ticipated in several other invasions before I

came aboard. The Libra had nine Battle

Stars for its invasions and ten Jap flags

painted on the bridge for the planes it shot

down. I was at the invasions of the

Philippines and Iwo Jima. Later, we were

grouping for the invasion of Japan when

the atomic bomb was dropped. We cruised

around for a while; then went into Tokyo

Bay with the surrender fleet. We were close

enough to the USS Missouri to see the cer-

emony. The picture of me is at the end of

the war in the Pacific, after our return to the

States. I was on the fantail of the ship by

the Flag and five-inch cannon.”

I have edited the following communiqué,
because, as you know, radio communica-
tions were sent and received in Morris
Code. What the sender meant is not always
what the receiver heard. I believe I have
found the definitive meaning of the mes-
sage. I have placed ellipses around all
words changed to clarify meaning. I have
left out the words describing ends of sen-
tences and commas which are always sent
as part of a Morris Code message, and
have added articles (the, a, and an) where
needed for easier understanding.
Definition of seldom-used word (Oxford

English Dictionary): Rescript: “any edict,

decree, order, or formal announcement

made by a ruler or governing body, or hav-

ing an official character.”

Sent by Dome I News Agency: Tokyo: “His

Imperial Majesty Emperor was graciously

pleased to personally read the Imperial

“rescript” accepting the Potsdam declara-

tion [via] a nationwide radio broadcast at

noon today (August 15, 1945). It is the first

time in Japan’s history that the Emperor

spoke to the nation over the radio.”

Tokyo 15/8 “Rescript” (Emperor’s mes-

sage to the Japanese People): (Imperial

rescript follows):” “To our good and loyal

subjects; after pondering deeply the gener-

al trends of the war and the actual condi-

tions [existing] in our empire today, we

have decided to [affect] a settlement of the

present situation by resorting to an extraor-

dinary measure. We have ordered our gov-

ernment to communicate to the govern-

ment of the United States, Great Britain,

the Soviet Union, and China that our

Empire accepts the provisions of their joint

declaration. To strive for the security and

wellbeing of our subjects is the solemn

obligation which has been handed down by

our imperial ancestors, and which we lay

close to heart.

“Indeed, we declared war on America

and Britain out of our sincere desire to

ensure Japan’s self-preservation and the

stabilization of East Asia. It was far from

our thought either to infringe upon the sov-

ereignty of other nations [or] to [embark]

upon territorial aggrandizement. But now

the war has lasted for nearly four years.

Despite the best that has been done by

everyone—the gallant fighting of military

and naval forces, the divine and assiduity

of our servants of the State, and the devot-

ed service of our one-hundred million peo-

ple, the war situation had developed not

necessarily to Japan’s advantage, while the

general trends of the world have all turned

against her interest.

“Moreover, the enemy has begun to

employ a new and most cruel bomb, the

power of which to do damage is indeed

incalculable, taking the toll of many inno-

cent lives. Should we continue to fight, it

would not only result in an ultimate col-

lapse and obliteration of the Japanese

nation, but also it would lead to the total

obliteration of human civilization. Such

being the case, how are we to save hal-

lowed spirits of our imperial ancestors?

This is the reason why we have ordered the

acceptance of the provisions of the joint

declaration of the powers.

“We cannot but express the deepest

sense of regret to our allied nations of East

Asia, who have consistently [cooperated]

with the empire towards the emancipation

of East Asia. The lives of those officers and

men who have fallen in the fields of battle,

those who died at their posts of duty, or

those who met with untimely death, and all

their bereaved families, pains our heart

night and day. The welfare of the wounded

and their [well-being] are the objects of our

profound solicitude. The hardships and suf-

ferings to which our nation is to be subject-

ed hereafter will be certainly great.

“We are keenly aware of the inmost

feelings of all our subjects. However, it is

according to the dictate of them and fate

that we have resolved to pave the way for a

grand peace for all generations to come by

enduring the unendurable and suffering

what is insufferable. Having been able to

safeguard and maintain the structure of the

imperial state, we are always with ye, our

good and loyal subjects, relying upon your

sincerity and integrity. Beware most strict-

Communiqué: Japanese Surrender

Monte V. Guidry, 1945, upon return to the States
after WWII ended in the Pacific. Monte was on
the fantail of the USS Libra, by the Flag and the
five-inch cannon.
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ly of any outbursts of a fraternal contention

and strife, which may create confusion,

lead ye astray and cause ye to lose the con-

fidence of the world.

“Let the entire nation continue as one

family from generation-to-generation, ever

firm in its faith of the imperial ‘ableness’ of

its divine land, and mindful of its heavy

burden of responsibilities, and the con-

struction for the future. Cultivate ways of

[rectitude]; foster nobility of spirit; and

work with resolution so as ye may enhance

the innate glory of the imperial state and

keep pace with the progress of the world.”

(End of the emperor’s words to the
Japanese.)
Official Announcement: “Tokyo official-

ly announced that the Japanese govern-

ment, yesterday, Tuesday, sent a communi-

cation to the Allied Powers formally

accepting the provisions of the Potsdam

Declaration. The communication was dis-

patched through intermediaries of the

Swiss government. Full text of the commu-

nication follows: “Communication of the

Japanese government of August fourteenth,

Nineteen Forty-five addressed to the gov-

ernments of the United States, Great

Britain, the Soviet Union, and China. With

reference to the Japanese government’s

note of August tenth regarding their accep-

tance of the provisions of the Potsdam

Declaration and the reply of the govern-

ment of the United States, Great Britain,

the Soviet Union, and China sent by

American Secretary of State James Byrnes

under the date of August eleventh, the

Japanese government has the honor to

communicate to the governments of the

four powers as follows: First: Acceptance

of the provisions of the Potsdam

Declaration. Second, his majesty the

emperor is prepared to authorize and

ensure the signature by his majesty’s gov-

ernment and the imperial general head-

quarters of the necessary terms for carrying

out the provision of the Potsdam

Declaration. His majesty is also prepared to

issue his commands to all the military,

naval, and air authorities of Japan and all

the forces under their control, wherever

located, to cease active operation, to sur-

render arms, and to issue such other orders

as may be requested by the Supreme

Commander of the Allied forces for the

execution of the abovementioned terms.”

End quotation.

By Carl Topie

General Comments:
There were 11 responses. There were few

responses from the ExCom officers and

three responses from staff officers. I was

surprised that so few Ex Com filled out

the evaluation form.

What were the BEST ASPECTS about the
reunion for you?
•Location.

• Seeing family and other members of the

3rd ID.

• Meeting friends and tours.

• WW II Museum tour and Theater.

Excellent.

• Meeting friends who saved our freedom.

• All three of my children came to New

Orleans to see me.

• Meeting new and old friends – the active

duty soldiers’ participation.

• Seeing every one and meeting our new

commander. 

What was the MOST DISAPPOINTING
ASPECT of the reunion for you?
• WW II Museum expensive and overrated

• Confused our names. Distinguish

“guest” and “emergency contact” on their

own forms?

• The rooms for the hospitality were out of

the way and very cramped.

• The St. Charles room was very noisy on

Sunday morning and the breakfast was

very sparse.

• Ladies brunch – very cramped quarters.

And, fruit would have been good.

• My room was very small. Had a king

size bed which took up a lot of room. No

natural light – window opened on a win-

dow across a space of 10’. Almost like

being in a box.

• No regimental dinner.

• Only 98 attendees. Maybe due to 9/11.

Most people know that New Orleans is

subject to tropical storms and hurricanes. 

• Too close to Bourbon Street. Very busy

and potentially dangerous.

• Cost of parking: $30 a day.

• Availability of car, including waiting and

tipping.

• Hotel layout.

• Scholarship Foundation and

Quartermaster rooms’ locations were poor.

• Restaurant in hotel was too expensive.

• No nearby reasonable restaurants. Fast

food places near hotel were really bad. 

• The city was not as I expected.

• City tour wasn’t interesting and too long.

Other COMMENTS/SUGGESTIIONS
• The Ladies luncheon was excellent. The

talk by Lynn Ball brought poetry to a new

level. Thanks to Lynn, we all had a better

appreciation of literature.

• Overall, I would say location of New

Orleans, cost of hotel, and so forth made

this about a 3 on a scale of 1 to 10 where

10 is the highest.

• The reunion should be in a more central

location.

• The Division Display should have a fea-

tured location.

• Reunions should be held in less expen-

sive locations.

Report on 2011 Reunion

Update Your Contact Info
Update your email, phone, and mail contact information

Send changes to the Membership Chair and to the Society Database Manager

*************************************************5 Digit
5902                       June 2012                  OP 35   CR 
LYNN BALL                                                                        
2010 WORCESTER LANE
GARLAND, TX 75040-3331

Check your name and address ( Apt./Bldg/Lot No.). If your zip code does
not contain 9 digits (zip+4), it is incomplete. Check
http://zip4.usps.com/zip4/ or contact your local post office for your zip+4

DELIVERY POINT BARCODE

Dues Date: Paid until date
shown or LIFE

Important: If bar-
code does not
extend across full
label, your zip code
does not have 9
digits and your
address is not cor-
rect according to
the USPS. 

Outpost AffiliationYour ID 
Number

Region: ER = Eastern, CR =
Central, WR = Western
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Looking for...

WWII Veterans: During our recent reunion in New Orleans, we

visited the National WWII Museum where we met Tommy Lofton

who is a historian and curator. He wants to preserve the experiences

of our Veterans for history. He would like our WWII Veterans to

send their stories to him at the following address. Please make a

copy and send it to Lynn Ball for inclusion in an issue of the Watch
on the Rhine. Tommy’s address is 945 Magazine Street, New

Orleans LA 70130-3813. If you have questions, call 504-528-1944.

If you want to communicate with him via the Internet, his e-mail

address is Thomas.lofton@nationalww2museum.org. If you have

previously sent your stories to other destintions, please send copies

to Tommy and Lynn.

Our delegation was joined by those representing MG Robert

Abrams: LTC Cleveland and CSM Dillingham, the command group

of the 3-7th Infantry (Bob’s old battalion in WWII) and SPC Costea.

Also participating was COL Rob Rider, British Army, who repre-

sented our British Allies for the ceremonies on August 14 and 15.

On August 14, we visited Rhone American Cemetery and Memorial

where the delegation placed a wreath honoring our war dead.  

Additional ceremonies were held from August 17-28. We partic-

ipated in events at Le Luc, Besancon, and many other areas on the

August Trail of the 3rd Infantry Division. The celebrations ended on

August 28 with a plaque dedication in the village of Grignan.

—Submitted by Tim Stoy, Secretary-Treasurer

OUTPOSTS from page 19

Cold Ground’s Been My Bed:
A Korean War Memoir
By Daniel Wolfe

Three years out of high school, Dan was drafted and sent

to Korea. He was awarded the Bronze Star for Valor for

crawling through burp gun and mortar fire to retrieve the

body of his sergeant after his platoon was ambushed. 

Cold Ground’s Been My Bed is the title of a blues

song sung by Wolfe’s first bunker buddy. It speaks to the

conditions experienced by soldiers suddenly thrust into

the reality of war. Dan tells his story with unflinching

honesty and humor amid the tragic events.

Korean Vets, This Book is for You!

To order: send your $18 check to:

Daniel Wolfe 

1200 Midland Ave. Apt 6B, Bronxville, NY 10708

Or order on line Danielwolfebooks.com

L to R.: Colonel Dave Clark, USA, Head, DOD director of the
60th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration
Committee; David Mills; Warren Wiedhahn, and Congressman
Allen West. David Mills and Warren Wiedhahn both received
2011 “Hero of the Year” awards from the Fifth Annual GI Film
Festival. Representative West presented Warren’s award, and
Actor Gary Sinise presented David’s award.

‘Hero of the Year’

Vietnam Wall
Below is a link to the virtual Vietnam Wall. When you click on it, a

list of states appears. When you click on a state, a list of cities
appears. Click on a city and the names of all of our brave soldiers
who lived in that city and who died during the Vietnam War will
appear. When you click on a name, a profile of that Soldier will
appear. This is a very nice site. I wish we had something like this for
our fallen Soldiers of WWII, Korea, and other conflicts.
http://www.virtualwall.org/iStates.htm
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Regular Life 
8757 Van T. Barfoot OP5845

15INF/WW2, 1956 COL
Medal of Honor Recipient - Life Gift
Membership from Anonymous Donor
Referred by Monika Stoy

8735 BUFORD BLOUNT OP 60
3-64A, 4-64AR, DIV/HQ PT/Jun90-92
Oct02-03 LTC/MG
Referred by Website

8747 WALTER D. EHLERS OP 22
30INF/ WW2/42-43 COL
Medal of Honor Recipient - Life Gift
Membership from Anonymous Donor
Referred by Monika Stoy

8748 JAMES STONE OP 35
15INF/ KOREA, CW/56-59 COL
Medal of Honor Recipient - Life Gift
Membership from Anonymous Donor
Referred by Monika Stoy

Annual To Life
6519 THOMAS T. TAHARA FBA

7INF/HQ/2BN KOREA/Apr52-Jan53 SGT

Regular Annual
8730 MG ROBERT B. ABRAMS OPMA

COMMAND GROUP 3ID OEF/FEB11-
Present Major General
Referred by Website

8505 JASON L. MESNER OP 5845
HHC 2-7INF OIF1/Jul02-Aug03 SGT
One Year Gift Membership from Jay G.
Burgess/Referred by Monika Stoy

8557 TONY J. ROCKRICK OP 5845
AHB 4-3/E OIF/
Sep06-Jun11 SPC
One Year Gift Membership 
from Bernadine Ginter/
Referred by Monika Stoy

8733 BRAD J. LOSNER OPMA
1-30INF, 3-7CAV OIF/Apr10-
Present CPT
Referred by Website

8736 BENJAMIN A. ADAME OP 60
123SIG/BN, 3rdSIG CO/STB OIF/May04-
Feb07 SSGT
Referred by Website

8737 WILLIAM A. HUHN OP 5
3rd Sig/CO KOREA/Nov51-Oct52 CPL
Referred by Website

8738 ISAIAH J. DONAWAY OP 7
103rd MIBN PT/May95-Sep99 E-4
Referred by Robert J. Rouse

8739 MICHAEL E. ILLOVSKY OP 1
15INF/ CW/63-66 SP4
Referred by Website

8740 CALEB PHILLIPS OP 60
8-1 CAV, 5/SBCT 3-1 CAV, 3/
3HBCT OIF CPT
Gift Membership from 
Anonymous Donor from OP 17/
Referred by Bob Bailey 

8741 WILLIS FRAZIER OP 60
1/64AR/C CW/Apr77-Apr80 SFC
Referred by Franklin L. Homme

8742 ALAN K. HUMMEL OP 60
3-1CAV/3ID SQUADRON, 
3-64AR, 2-64AR OIF CSM
Gift Membership from Anonymous 
Donor from OP 17/
Referred by Bob Bailey

8743 LE VARES J. JACKSON JR OP 60
3-7INF, 4-64AR/2DIV, 2-
69AR OIF 1SGT
Referred by Bob Bailey

8746 RONALD E. LAUER OP 2
30INF/2BN/HHC CW/63-65 E4
Referred by WOTR membership 
application

8749 LAWRENCE D. TROWBRIDGE OP 5845
3/15INF, DSTB OIF/2004-2011 SFC
Gift Membership from 
Anonymous Donor from OP 17/
Referred by Monika Stoy

8750 LINDSAY A. HENDRICKS OP 5845
3BDE/3ID OIF/Nov06-Sep08 SGT
Gift Membership from Anonymous 
Donor from OP 17/Referred by 
Monika Stoy

8751 SIMON BROWN OP 5845
3ID/HQ G-4 CW/JuL69-
Dec73 MSGT
Referred by Monika Stoy

8752 DON E. JARRETT OP 5845
3ID/2ID/5ID CW/Jun78-
Jan90 SSGT
Referred by Monika Stoy

8754 ALVIN J. FIELDS OP 60
3ID/3BDE MAR2011-Present SFC
Referred by Bob Bailey

Associate Annual 
8731 STEVE A. R. PATRIS OP 5845

ASSOCIATE
Referred by Monika Stoy

8732 DIMMEN B. VAN-HERWAARDEN OP 5845
ASSOCIATE 
Referred by Monika Stoy

8734 RICHARD P. MULLEN OP 3
ASSOCIATE/USNavy66-70, 
US ARMY/73-02 CW/66/02 SGM
Referred by Whit Mullen

8744 PITT JAECKLE OP 5845
ASSOCIATE 
Referred by Frederic Feller Of 
the Marne Riders Letzebuerg MC

8745 WILLIAM A. YARBOROUGH OP 5845
ASSOCIATE 
Referred by Monika Stoy

8753 CRAIG P. REELING OP 5845
ASSOCIATE- USMC 1993-2001 CPL
Referred by Monika Stoy 
(Dad was in 3ID, Korea)

Roll Call
New Members — Society of the 3rd Infantry Division 

*1 Year Gift Membership    **2 Year Gift Membership  (• = Referred/Given By)

when they attended orientation for the

Honor Flight. Neither Mitch Chockla,

Company A, 7th Infantry Regiment, nor

Jack Silberman, Company D, 7th Infantry

Regiment (members of Outpost #2), knew

each other had been selected to be on the

flight.  Both Mitch and Jack had good

things to say about the Honor Flight com-

mittee, the volunteers, and the public’s

enthusiasm to make the day of the flight

one never to be forgotten. Mitch urges

veterans to learn more about Honor Flight

via the Internet at www.honorflight.org or

at facebook.com/honorflight. 

HONOR FLIGHT from page 11

Deployment Cancelled
The scheduled deployment to Iraq of the Division Headquarters Battalion has been cancelled.
The 775 Soldiers had been involved in extensive training for the deployment since May. The
American withdrawal agreement between the U.S. and Iraq was signed in 2008, by then
President Bush. The withdrawal date was set as 12/31/11. Elements of the 3rd are current-
ly assigned to the Global Response Force. This operational force is on call 24 hours per day
and is able to deploy anywhere in the world within 18 hours. No units of the 3rd are currently
scheduled to be deployed.
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Letters to the Editor

Harlan Adolphson wrote: “Enclosed is a copy of an article

[about Sophia Loren] that I saw in a local magazine. I was in

Company C, 15th Infantry Regiment, in 1943-44. I was in Pozzuoli.

I might have seen her or talked with her. I am 87 years old; really,

there can’t be many of us left. I hope you enjoy the article.” See Loren

article elsewhere in this issue.

w w w
David M. Steiner wrote: “Sincerely, I hope and pray that Jesus

Christ will richly bless you and yours and the Scholarship Program for

our 3rd I.D. children. I hope that Jesus Christ will help me get to the

reunion as my cancer has come back.” David Steiner is a decorated vet-

eran who served our country during the Cold War. We thank David for

his prayers, and we have asked our prayer group to pray for him.

w w w
Mitch Chockla wrote: “Enclosed is a photo of Jack Silberman and

me—also a brochure of the Honor flight program. It is a very well orga-

nized endeavor by the entire organization. Unfortunately, I was unable

to complete the entire tour for medical reasons. However, I received an

invitation to go on the next flight on September 24. This offer was grate-

fully accepted. Keep up you excellent work as editor of the Watch.” [See
Honor Flight story and photo elsewhere in this publication.]

w w w
Dorothy M. McDaniel added a note to a recent letter explaining

some details we used for the article on the Sarasota Memorial Cemetery,

in this issue. She closed with the following comment: “Thank you so

much for your consideration [of the article] and for the outstanding job

you have done as editor for this fine publication for the past two years.”

w w w
Monte Guidry wrote: “Dear Lynn; we enjoy all the great writing

you do in both the 3rd Division mailers. Your work seems so effortless

because it comes out so readable.” Monte is also referring to our Outpost

#35 publication.

w w w
Mike Kendall wrote: “Dad [MG Maurice Kendall] is safely home.

He called this past weekend: the perfect trip—all the travel arrange-

ments were flawless and the reunion was awesome. He couldn’t have

been happier than being with his Marne brothers and sisters. He said

everyone was looking out for him, helping him, and engaging him in

conversation. He was very impressed with the Soldiers who were con-

tinually talking to him. He loved the itinerary, especially the visit to the

D-Day Museum. He was also impressed that he wasn’t the oldest one

there; I understand you had a 97-year-old present. Marne veterans are

certainly resilient. Our family thanks you and Joe from the bottom of our

heart for taking care of Dad last weekend. He is primed to attend the

reunion in Savannah next year.” Everyone was looking out for our
General Kendall. Kathy and Jerry Daddato tried to stay with General
when Joe and I were busy with the Scholarship Fundraising raffle, and
John Shirley helped. Actually, General didn’t really need much help. He
is pretty tough and very independent. Nevertheless, we all watched out
for him. We will watch out for him in Savannah too. 

w w w
Ray Anderson writes: Dear Lynn: Frances asked that I pass along

her thanks for the nice program you put on for the Ladies’ meeting and

lunch. Frances said everyone was really involved and you did a fine job

presenting the program. We probably need your assistance at the

Outpost Harry Ladies’ Meeting. It never seems to go well.

w w w
Nile Stuart wrote: Dear Lynn, Congratulations again on being

selected to receive one of the two special awards presented by General

Abrams. To my knowledge, that’s the first time the Third Infantry

Division has presented such an award, or any kind, since the Society

started presenting awards in 1955. Thanks also for the talk you gave to

the ladies. Marianne said it was excellent and then spent the first 500

miles of our flight home recounting some of the details about “chimney-

sweeps,” and the involvement of poets like Blake, in bringing attention

to child labor, and the example about when you went to be with your

grandparents on their farm at age four or five and their unrealistic expec-

tations. No wonder you had the rapt attention of your friends in the audi-

ence. I wish I could have heard it firsthand. Best regards, Nile

w w w
Charles Lamlien wrote: Best [Watch] issue ever .

w w w
Richard Guimond wrote: Hi, Lynn; received my copy of the Watch

on the Rhine today. I notice I received an award from the President of

the Society. I wish to thank you for submitting my name. I only wish the

mailing would have brought more members to the Society. Also, a very

great issue this month—covers a wide area of activities and wars. You

are doing a great job as editor. [Richard wrote later to say he received
his award plaque and was very impressed and pleased. He sends his
thanks to the Society and to Awards Chair, Nile Stuart.]

w w w
Bob Cook wrote: You do a great job! Thanks.

w w w
Martin Markley wrote: The October Watch just arrived, earlier than

usual! Haven’t read it yet, but it appears to have great coverage and pho-

tographs. 

w w w
Bruce Monkman wrote:  Another interesting Watch received;

thanks. The article about the Sanford twins reminded me that our

Service Battery, 9th. FA Bn. also had a set of twins. They certainly

didn’t look like brothers: Andy was short and swarthy, with dark

curly hair; Gerald was tall, light-skinned, and had light brown hair.

Handmade Cotton Quilts; queen size, $175.00 incl. shipping. 

Kathy’s Wedding Quilts 
22511 N. River Road, Alva, Florida 
239-728-2475;      920-918-6611 

KathysWeddingQuilts@gmail.com 
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But both were neat fellas and good to work with. When we started

our separate 9th FA social group in 1975, Andy had already passed

away, but Gerald was part of our group until his passing. Several of

us hold fond memories of those two.

w w w
John Fisher wrote: Got my copy of the Watch—earliest ever.

There were many interesting and informative articles. It was enjoy-

able.

w w w
R.B. Sanford called to say he liked the article about R.D. and

himself in the October Watch and complimented our rewrite of the

information he sent. He has received two calls from Veterans who

live in the Northeast. They spoke of their service in Korea. R.B. also

discussed the poor treatment of our vets at his local VA Hospital,

which he observes when he volunteers there, and he mentioned the

KWVA’s efforts in passing out caps and scarves to our Vets on a

regular basis.

w w w
Paul Schewene wrote to thank us for including the item about

his father in our October “Letters to the Editor.”  He spoke about his

father’s pride of Service and his father’s concerns about leaving his

wife with five children to feed on military pay while he was over-

seas during WWII. He also said the Watch “is excellent, as usual.” 

w w w
Harold W. Corkran said he enjoyed the article on the History

of the 15th Infantry Regiment and the origin of its crest. “I was in

the 15th Infantry Regiment, 1st Battalion, S-3, SSGT, artist and sign

painter in Korea, 1953-54 [at Camp Kieser]. I painted the crest and

3rd I.D. Insignia many times. It was nice to know [more about] its

history and origin. . . I would like to thank you for the nice job you

are doing as editor of the Watch on the Rhine.

w w w
John B. Meyer wrote: Excellent issue of The Watch on the

Rhine. Thank you for reviewing and publishing excerpts from my

book: The Meyers Chronicles. I am being inundated with requests

for copies (just kidding). Please look on page 51 of my book for the

actual citation of the Medal of Honor I wrote that was awarded to

Charles L. Gilliland who at 17 years old was the YOUNGEST man

in Military History to be awarded that medal. Thanks very much for

the work you do for our organization. You are to be highly com-

mended and exalted!

w w w
Harvey I. Sladkus wrote: To my surprise and delight, I received

a package from the 3rd ID this week. It contained…a hard copy of

the book, Faces of War: Red Dragon, The Second Round.…The

book is filled with wonderful, individual memoirs of those who

served in Korea together with a bevy of excellent photographs.…I

shall treat this tome as an important addition to my library. (Harvey

is referring to the prize he won in the Scholarship Foundation

Fundraising Raffle. The Foundation has this book available for

$20.00 incl. postage. If you want a copy, contact Lynn Ball.)

w w w
Kathy Daddato wrote: I thank our Reunion Committee mem-

bers who organized our 92nd Reunion in New Orleans. They did a

superb job or accommodating all of our wishes. Everyone I spoke

to said they had a great time. My guide dog in training, “Darley,”

would have appreciated some grass outside, but on Bourbon and

Canal Streets, none can be found. A crocheted bedspread was raf-

fled to support the “Paws for Patriots” program of Southeastern

Guide Dogs, and we raised $70.00. The bedspread was won by

Henry and Pennie Burke. The school also had contributions from

Leonard Lassor and Joe Featherstone, and we thank them for their

support. My first dog, Moxie, is in her 2nd phase of training and

will be going to a deserving Veteran soon.

Concerning the Ladies Brunch, Lynn Ball did a superb job of

bringing “The Chimney Sweeps of Jolly Old England” into today’s

prospective. Some of the ladies brought their own personal knowl-

edge and family history into the discussion which made it an even

more interesting program. I want to hear more about other authors

who tried to put an end to child labor through their writings. The

room was a little cramped and small for our group but that just

made the group a little tighter and more intimate and lead to a live-

lier discussion. Thanks, Lynn, for all you did to bring the Ladies

Brunch into the 21st Century.

w w w
Bob Gibson sent a note with his Outpost #2 message to the

Watch: Hello Lynn, Better early than on time or late! Keep up the

good work. [Bob sent his outpost submission early.]

MEMBERSHIP BY THE NUMBERS

Total membership 2486
New membership since 91st Reunion 27
Reinstated Members 97
Gift Memberships to be Awarded 9

GET ONE FOR THE ROCK



Men’s Rings, Sizes 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 or 14: 
(1) Army Ring, Gold, w/Red, Blue or Clear Stone, $39.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H 
(2) Men’s Army Ring, Silver w/Clear Stone, $39.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H 
(3) Proud American Ring w/Red, Blue or 

Clear Stone, $39.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H 

• Baseball Cap w/ 3rd Inf. Emb., $12.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Korea Baseball Cap 

w/3rd Inf. Emb., $12.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Nous Resterons La Ring,  

Silver: $150.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H
Stainless: $130.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H

• Emblem tee shirts, $16.00 ea. + $2.00 S&H
• Black or Green Baseball Cap w/3rd Patch, $10.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Watch Cap w/ 3rd Patch, $8.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• 3rd ID Western Hat, $22.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H
• Coffee Mug, White Acrylic, w/Society Logo, $8.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H
• Bumper Sticker w/3rd Insignia, $3.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Window Sticker w/3rd Insignia, $3.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Collector’s Coin w/3rd Insignia, $10.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Belt Buckle, Solid Brass, w/3rd Patch, $15.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H
• Belt Buckle, Solid Brass, w/CIB, $15.00 ea. + $6.00 S&H 
• Military Buckle w/any Unit Crest & Belt: 

Black, Navy or Khaki, $10.99 ea. + $6.00 S&H 
• Flag, Indoor/Outdoor, 3’x5’, 3rd ID Logo, $10.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Flag, Indoor/Outdoor 3’x5’, USA, $24.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Zippo Lighter w/3rd or Any Unit Crest, $18.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Ronson Lighter w/3rd Insignia, $16.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• License Plate Frame w/3rd Logo, $8.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Bola Tie Cord with Crest, $15.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Bola Tie w/CIB, $12.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Tie Clip w/3rd Patch, $6.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Combat, Artillery, Cavalry or Armor Inf. Badge, $4.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Unit Crest, $6.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• 3rd Div. Patch, $3.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• 3rd Pin, 1”, $5.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• 3rd Pin, 3/4”, $4.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• 3rd Pin, 3/8”, $3.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Society Pin, $4.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Anzio Pin, $5.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• US Flag w/3rd Flag Pin, $4.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Rocky Pin, $4.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Small Rank Pins, $3.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Miniature Medal Hat Pins, $3.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Full Size Medals, $17.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Mini Medals, $13.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Lapel Pins, $3.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Miniature Medal Hat Pins, $3.99 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Ribbons, $1.24 ea. + $3.00 S&H 
• Necklaces w/Unit Crest, $12.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Book: I Remember by Society Member 

John Shirley, $15.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
• Book: Act 2: WWII, the Adventures of 

Bruce Monkman, $15.00 ea. + $3.00 S&H
Please make checks payable to Pat Williamson and send to 530
Hemingway Drive, Hockessin DE 19707-1112. Ph. 302-528-8720; email,
army3rdiv.tanker@gmail.com.
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Quartermaster
Contact Pat Williamson for a catalog and for shipping costs for 
multiple items.

1 2 3

Showcase Cemetery Planned
[Materials from the Sarasota Herald Tribune and other commentary
for this article were sent by Dorothy McDaniel]

Right now, the Sarasota National Cemetery is largely barren and

featureless, but as a result of the efforts of local philanthropic groups,

funneling millions into the project, cemetery officials plan, within the

next two years, to create a model for future national cemeteries. Since

the first interments in 2009, improvements have been made. A num-

ber of ponds and an estimated 800 trees will ultimately create a tran-

quil setting.

Through the contribution of a $5.5 million endowment from the

Patterson Foundation, the National Cemetery plans to construct an

innovative assembly area capable of seating up to 2,500 visitors. It

will include sculptures, art, and gardens. Construction on the new ele-

ments will begin in 2012, following the completion of the adminis-

trative facilities.

Veterans Affairs, which supports 131 national cemeteries, dedicat-

ed the Sarasota site in 2008, because 80,000 Veterans live within a 75-

mile radius of the Cemetery. Most national cemeteries are built to

accommodate about 10 year’s needs. The Sarasota facility’s plans are

designed to accommodate burials for 50 years. Currently, cemetery

construction is operating on a $200 million discretionary “bank char-

ter” donation from late philanthropist Dorothy Patterson.

Cemetery planners hope to attract the general public to the ceme-

tery through school field trips, rotating exhibits, and story-telling vol-

unteer docents. Clearly, the National Cemetery Administration is

enthused. A visitor to the Cemetery earlier this year remarked, “What

they’re doing here will change the way national cemeteries do busi-

ness. It’s not only going to be a beautiful place, but it’s going to be a

place where children can learn about the price of freedom.”

In the note accompanying the news article, Dorothy McDaniel

mentioned that she, Outpost President Kathy Daddato, and Outpost

Secretary Robert Gibson visited the cemetery and spoke to adminis-

trators with regard to placing a 3rd I.D. memorial within the grounds

when construction on the grounds is more advanced. Dorothy said

that the administrators were most receptive to the idea, and Outpost

#2 will follow through at the appropriate time. Dorothy has a deep

interest in the Cemetery because her longtime companion, 1st Sgt Joe

Kolac, 7th Infantry Regiment, was interred there in 2009. We may

remember Joe because he attended numerous conventions and mili-

tary meetings. He loved the camaraderie of his fellow Veteran

Soldiers and maintained close contact with many of them.

Undoubtedly, we will have more information on the Cemetery

once some key elements are in place.

Artist’s rendering of the planned amphitheater that will provide shaded
seating for special events at the National Cemetery.
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The Third Infantry Division was born at

Camp Green, North Carolina, on

November 21, 1917. The Division was com-

prised of the 4th, 7th, 30th, and 38th Infantry

Regiments; the 10th, 18th, and 76th Field

Artillery Regiments, and the 6th Engineer

Regiment.

The Division deployed to France in April

1918, during World War I, arriving at the

beginning of the last series of German offen-

sives designed to end the war. The Division

took up positions along the Marne River and,

as units on either side were driven back, the

Division held its position, defeating the

Germans’ bid for victory. The feat, called by

General Pershing “one of the most brilliant

pages in the annals of military history,”

earned the Division the nickname, “Rock of

the Marne.”

The Division entered World War II at

Fedala, French Morocco, as part of the

“Torch,” the first American campaign

against Germany. It fought across North

Africa and spearheaded the American drive

across Sicily to Palermo. In the Allied inva-

sion of Italy, in September 1943, the

Division fought up to the Volturno River. In

January 1944, it preformed an amphibious

landing at Anzio and, from January to May,

repelled numerous German assaults to drive

the Allies from the beach. The Allies broke

out and reached Rome on June 4, 1944. It

then performed another amphibious assault

in southern France in August 1944, fought

through southern France and the Vosges

Mountains, and reached Strasbourg in

November. During the winter of 1944-45,

the Division was called upon to reduce the

“Colmar Pocket.” The Rhine was crossed in

March, and in April, the Division was in

Nuremberg. By war’s end, the Division had

gone as far as Salzburg, Austria. The 3rd

Infantry Division was the only U.S. division

to engage the Germans in all ten campaigns

of the War; it suffered the highest casualties

of any American unit and was the most dec-

orated of all units serving in the theatre.

Members of the Division were awarded 37

Medals of Honor in WWII.

The Division fought and traveled the

longest distance (531 days of combat,

stretching from Fedala, North Africa, to

Salzburg, Austria), made four amphibious

landings (more than any other unit in the

E.T.O.), and had the most casualties on any

one day of the conflict (995 at Anzio). [On

6/6/1944, we had many losses, but they were

not all in one Division, or so we are told.]

In the Korean War, the Division arrived in

September 1950, when the Allied forces

were driving remnants of the North Korean

Army north. It joined the advance, operating

in the Hamhung-Hungnam area. In a surprise

move, China entered the war and the Allies

were forced to retreat. From November 30 to

December 24, the Division conducted the

most massive beachhead evacuation in

American military history. It then participat-

ed in a counteroffensive that pushed the

enemy back to the 38th parallel, effectively

clearing the Iron Triangle. Soldiers of the

Division were awarded eleven Medals of

Honor in Korea, and the 7th Infantry

Regiment was recognized as having more

“line time” than any other unit of the entire

U.N. Force.

In Operation Desert Storm, the Division’s

3rd Brigade was the tip of the spear thrust

deep into Iraq, outflanking the Iraqi forces

attempting to escape from Kuwait. “Marne

Thunder” pounded Iraqi positions with dev-

astating artillery fire.

During Operation Iraqi Freedom, the

Division was called on to lead the American

and Coalition forces in toppling the Saddam

Hussein regime. The “Marne Express”

spearheaded the assault with a “Thunder

Run” into Baghdad. The swift and complete

liberation of Bagdad caused the end of any

organized enemy resistance, all due to the

valor and dedication of our Marne Soldiers.

The Marne Division has performed

admirably during four deployments with

units serving in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

Today, the 3rd Infantry Division stands

ready, willing, and most able to serve when-

ever and wherever it is needed. “Rock of the

Marne!”

“We Will Stay There”

Engineers, and do a great job representing

members of our divisions at many events

such as Memorial Day at the Epinal

Cemetery, liberation ceremonies, and special

events like our battlefield tours.

I also visited Bennwihr where I received

the best Christmas present of my life on

December 23, 1944. It was a wound that

took me out of combat during three cold

winter months when the Division helped

eliminate the Colmar Pocket during their

second fight to the Rhine River. In those

months I missed, the Division fought to the

Rhine River for a third time and made a

combat crossing in March.

I had a nice visit with a large class of ten-

year-old children and talked about the war. I

was giving them a little history and men-

tioned that all the buildings, houses, stores,

wineries, church and convent, and city hall

were destroyed in the two and a half weeks

the 36th Infantry Division fought for the vil-

lage. On December 23, the 3rd Infantry

Division attempted to capture the town

which took another few days to secure. I

mentioned there was only one prewar house

left in village. A ten-year-old boy corrected

me. He said three prewar houses exist and

that he lives in one of them. I then had a nice

visit with some of my friends, the mayor and

councilmen, and several historians of the vil-

lage. We will return to many of these places

on the 70th Anniversary Battlefield Tour in

2014. I know we will be old by then, but I

hope many of us, as well as our families, can

make it.

L-R: Michael Halik; Noel “Gus” Gusler Jr.; Chris
Viller (ROTM officer); John Shirley; and Michel
Pascal (ROTM officer), holding the Society’s
award presented to the Rock of The Marne
Association in France.

LIBERATION from page 15

Condensed History of the Third Infantry Division



Page 28 The Watch on the Rhine

Last Call
All of us in the Society of the Third Infantry Division, U.S. Army, extend our sincere sympathy to the families and friends of those listed
below. May they rest in peace.

In Memoriam

Life Members
FRANK T. DE ANGELO 30INF/ WW2 SGT  OP 2-ER
4080 DRIFTING SAND TRL
DESTIN, FL 32541-3302
DOD- October 4, 2011  Reported by Carl Topie
FRANCIS R. FITZGERALD 30INF/B PT LTC  OP 54-WR
11186 OLD POND LN
GRASS VALLEY, CA 95949-8511
DOD- April 1, 2011 Reported by his wife Pamela
CARL K GANO 30INF/D WW2 SGT  OP 13-CR
1073 LAKE PARK CIR
GRAND BLANC, MI 48439-8039
DOD - September 14, 2011  Reported by his son 
Carl K. Gano Jr.
GEORGE H. HAMILL 30ICC/7 PT CSM  OP 60-ER
6925 BUCKHORN DR
COLUMBUS, GA 31904-3212
DOD - October 4, 2011  Reported by Bob Bailey
DAVID L. HOUSTON DIV/MED/D WW2 PFC  OP 35-CR
8725 TALLWOOD DR
AUSTIN, TX 78759-7529
DOD - UNKNOWN  Reported by USPS
EDDIE M. KENNEDY 7INF/B PT E4  OP 3-ER
6317 DOWNFIELD WOOD DR
CHARLOTTE, NC 28269-7141
DOD- UNKNOWN  Reported by USPS
JOSEPH S RICE 7INF/L KOREA  CPL  OP 2-ER
2600 NE 51ST CT
LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FL 33064-7050
DOD - October 15, 2011  Reported by John Insani

Associate Life Member
AMELIA PFEIFFER ASSOCIATE   OP 2-ER
416 S ADAMS ST
BEVERLY HILLS, FL 34465-4343
DOD - October 5, 2011  Reported by Alba Davidson, sister

Annual Members
WAYNE R. DERRICKSON 15INF/K WW2/42-45  SSGT  OP 33-CR
5915 W 900 S
GENEVA, IN 46740-9623
DOD - April 28, 2011 Reported by June Derrickson
MAX FRIEDMAN 15INF/F WW2 PVT  OP 2-ER
12805 ASTONWOOD DR APT 302
TAMPA, FL 33626-3130
DOD - MAY 30, 2011 Reported by Tom Heitzer
RALPH E. HALL JR 7INF/3BN HQ WW2/40-45  TSGT  OP 17-CR
13751 TESSON FERRY RD.
ST. LOUIS, MO 63128-4500
DOD - February 25, 2011 Reported by Emma Hall

DANIEL G. MISZCZAK DIV/AAA/AW BN KOREA/ OP 18-CR
Apr51-Jan53  CPL  N95 W8160 CRANES CROSSING
CEDARBURG, WI 53015
DOD - October 2011 Reported by his daughter Eileen Sattler
DEAN E. MULLIGAN 15INF/G KOREA SFC  OP 33-CR
105 N CARICO ST
TUSCOLA, IL 61953-1364
DOD- Sept.29, 2011 Reported by Martin Markley
JOSEPH M. NOVI 9FA/ KOREA/Jan54-Dec56 CPL  OP 5-ER
4 BANOR DR
HILLSBOROUGH, NJ 08844-4523
DOD - September 23, 2011 Reported by Sue Novi
JOHN M. PRENDERGAST DIV/HQ/Finance KOREA/
Mar52-Jun54 SGT  OP 33-CR
575 W 600 N
HOWE, IN 46746-9326
DOD - October 2011 Reported by Bill Harris
RADFORD G. WHITE SR.  7INF/ WW2/Oct42-Oct45 SSGT  OP 33-CR
322 25TH ST
DUNBAR, WV 25064-2206
DOD - August 24, 2011  Reported by Lucille White
RICHARD H. WOOD 15INF/HQ/B WW2/44-46 MAJ  OP 12-CR
1548 IDAHO AVE E
SAINT PAUL, MN 55106-1316
DOD - July 6, 2011 Reported by his son Bill

Non Members
Dean Mulligan, of Tuscola, IL, passed away recently. He was a for-
mer member of the Society and a platoon sergeant in G Co., 2nd
Battalion, 15th Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division. He served during
the Korean War and helped hold Outpost Harry. —Reported by
Martin Markley
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CALENDAR of UPCOMING EVENTS
December 3, 2011: Outpost #5 will meet at the Marriott Courtyard
in Montvale, New Jersey; the hospitality room is reserved from 12:00
to 6:00 PM. The room rate for those staying overnight is $89.00. For
reservations and directions to the Marriott, call 800-321-2211 or
201-391-7700 and mention the 3rd Infantry Division. Prices for
meals per person are $35.00 for dinner and $15.00 for breakfast.
Please make your check payable to Society of the 3rd Infantry Div.
OP 5 and send it to Treasurer Pat Williamson at 530 Hemingway
Drive, Hockessin DE 19707. We hope for a good turnout.

December 8-11, 2011: Battle of the Colmar Pocket Commemoration,
Sheraton National Hotel, Arlington, VA, 888-637-8210, $94; Contact
Monika Stoy for information: 703-912-4218 or
monikastoy@yahoo.com.

April 25-29, 2012: Anzio Beachhead Veterans of 1944, WWII,
Reunion in Norfolk, Virginia. All who served on the Beachhead or in
support of our troops (Army, Navy, Air Force, and Nurse Corps) are
invited to attend. All family members are welcome, and we look for-
ward to meeting them. For more information, contact Clyde E. Easter,
276-728-7293 or write 299 Panorama Drive, Fancy Gap, Virginia,
24328-2751.

April 28-29, 2012: The spring meeting of Outpost #12 will be held
on April, 28 - 29, 2012, at the Country Inn & Suites in Albert Lea,
Minnesota. The February 2012 issue of the Watch will contain all the
stipulations with which you must comply in order for you and your
guest (2 people total) to have your dinners paid for by the Outpost.
For questions, contact Jerry Manley. See page 31 of the Watch for

contact information.

May 23-June 2, 2012: 68th Anniversary Battlefield Tour of Italy: The
eleven-day tour will include participation in the Memorial Day
Ceremony at Sicily-Rome American Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy; visits
to the landing beaches at Salerno, Paestum, Anzio, Nettuno, and to
the beautiful City of Sorrento, the Amalfi Coast, the Isle of Capri,
Monte Cassino, Rome, the American Embassy, Holy See, and many
more places of interest. For more information, contact Clyde E.
Easter, 276-728-7293 or write 299 Panorama Drive, Fancy Gap,
Virginia, 24328-2751. 

May 27, 2012: Outpost #7’s 2012 Memorial Day wreath-laying cer-
emony is scheduled at 10:15 AM. Parties interested in participating
must report 30 minutes early. Check with Outpost President Dave
Adams regarding where to meet and the required attire/dress code at
the ceremony. Contact information is on page 31.

August 2012: Outpost Europe plans to conduct a seminar and com-
memorative events in Arlington, Virginia. For more information, con-
tact Monika Stoy: 703-912-4218 or monikastoy@yahoo.com.

August 22-25, 2012: The Reunion of the Fraternity of Honor, “The
Chosin Few,” will be held at the Crown Plaza Riverwalk Hotel in
downtown San Antonio, Texas. The hotel is located on the San
Antonio River—the famous Riverwalk is one of the premiere visitors’
attractions in the city. The room rate is $109.00 per day, plus tax.
Additional information will be published when available. Members of
the Chosin Few are Army and Marine survivors of the Korean War
Battle at Chosin Reservoir in November-December 1950.

September 6-9, 2012: The 93rd Reunion of the Society of the 3rd
Infantry Division will be held in Savannah, Georgia, at the De Soto
hotel. With Ft. Stewart nearby, this will be a great reunion. Make your
plans to attend now. Updates will be published as they become avail-
able.

President Reagan, In Memoriam
At a Veterans’ Day ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery long
ago, President Reagan delivered the following words.
“I have no illusions about what little I can add now to the silent testi-
mony of those who gave their lives willingly for their country. . .for
the sight before us is that of a strong and good nation that stands in
silence and remembers those who were loved, and who, in return,
loved their countrymen enough to die for them. . . Our memories and
our gratitude will never die.”

So that his brethren shall know...
Please report the death of any member of the Society of the
Third Infantry Division to Richard W. Heller, Database
Manager (address, p.2) for listing in the “Last Call.”



Society of the Third Infantry Division
U.S. Army

Purpose

The Society of the Third Infantry Division, United States Army,
was incorporated in the State of Illinois in 1919 as a non-profit, frater-
nal, social, educational, patriotic, military service organization and
shall always remain non-partisan and non political.

Specific objectives are:

n To foster and strengthen associations and friendships formed dur-
ing service with the Third Infantry Division, U.S. Army.

n To honor the Third Infantry Division War Dead.

n To perpetuate the memory of other for mer comrades who shared a
background of honorable military service with the Third Infantry
Division, U.S. Army.

n To encourage and achieve the mutual benefit and support resulting
from a close and cooperative alliance between the Society and the Third
Infantry Division, U.S. Army.

n To support the Government of the United States and to give it, in
peace and in war, the same devotion and service expect ed of us as mem-
bers of its armed forces.

Pledge

I pledge to the Society of the Third Infantry Division, United States
Army, in the achievement of the goals for which it is formed, that same
full measure of loyalty and devotion which my comrades who have fall-
en gave to the Division and to the cause for which they fought.

Through my loyalty and devotion to their memory, they shall not be
forgotten by the country, for which they died, or by the comrades at
whose sides they fell. 

To them, I pledge in peace and war the dedication of myself to that
country and that cause to which they consecrated themselves

General Information

All members in good standing receive the official bimonthly publica-
tion, The Watch on the Rhine. The National Membership Roster is print-
ed every three years. All members receive a copy of the roster on the
three-year cycle. All new members receive a copy. The next National
Membership Roster will be printed in 2012.

The Society is divided into chapters, called outposts, which members
are entitled to join. Outposts, at their dis cretion, may charge a small
additional amount for out post activities. At Large members do not
belong to out posts but are referred to as “Footsie Britt At Large.”

Eligibility

Regular Membership: Veterans with honorable service in the Third
Infantry Division.  Also, those who were members of supporting or
attached units of the Third Infantry Division.

Associate Membership: Spouse, parents, children or siblings of any
person eligible for regular membership, and any person with a special
interest in, or an affinity for the Society of the Third Infantry Division.

Life Membership: Available to both Regular and Associate
Members.

Dues

Annual dues: Regular, Active Duty, Associate Members ........$20.00

Annual dues: Overseas Members ............................................$35.00

Dues for Special Life Membership

Recipient of Medal of Honor ..........No charge

Dues for Other Life Memberships are based on the following scales:

Age Group Domestic Overseas

Up to age 39 ....................................$400.00 ..................$1,280.00

Ages 40-49 ......................................$350.00 ......................$925.00

Ages 50-59 ......................................$300.00 ......................$685.00

Ages 60-69 ......................................$250.00 ......................$475.00

Ages 70-79 ......................................$200.00 ......................$310.00

Ages 80 and over..............................$150.00 ......................$275.00

Annual dues are payable before July 1st each year. Life dues are
applicable for Regular and Associate members applying for Life
membership, and extended payment plans are available. 

For information, please contact The Society of the Third Infantry
Division, 1515 Ramblewood Drive, Hanover Park IL 60133-2230.

Membership Application o o o Society of the Third Infantry Division, U.S. Army

Date: ________________ rNew Regular Annual or Life Member rNew Associate Annual or Life Member

Name __________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth __________________
(Last)                                        (First)                   (Middle Initial)                         (Required for Life Members)

Phone No ______________________________E-Mail Address__________________________________________________

Home Address __________________________________________________________________________________________
(Street)                                             (City)            (State)        ( Zip+4)

Unit(s) Served with:________________________________Served From ____________ To __________ Rank: __________

Current/Former Occupation ________________________Spouse’s Name ________________________________________

Referred by ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Please print clearly, detach, and mail this application for membership along with a check or money order payable to Society of

the Third Infantry Division to: The Society of Third Infantry Division, 1515 Ramblewood Drive, Hanover Park IL 60133-2230.

Please visit our website at www.3rdiv.org for Society information.
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MIDWEST #1 CR
Chicago, IL
President: Larry Driscoll
6932 Williams Dr.
Woodridge, IL  60517-1907
(630) 964-0634
ldriscollp@aol.com
Vice President: (OPEN)
Secretary-Treasurer: Gordon B. Lowery
1523 Holiday Drive
Sandwich. IL 60548-9305
(815) 498-1547
gblowery@comcast.net

JOHN S. COLE #2 ER
Tampa, FL
President: Kathleen M. Daddato
22511 North River Rd.
Alva, FL 33920
(239) 728-2475
katysweddingquilts@gmail.com
VP South: (OPEN)
VP North: (OPEN)
Secretary/Treasurer: Robert Gibson
1721 Red Cedar Drive #15
Ft. Myers, FL 33907-7633
(239) 332-2692
RobAndGib@comcast.net

LATTIE TIPTON #3 ER
President: R. L. (Bob) Farrington
4601 Sandy Ridge Road
Columbia SC 29206-1137
H: (803) 782-0202 
C: (803) 360-8347
locsmit@sc.rr.com
Vice President: (OPEN)
Secretary-Treasurer: 
R. L. (Bob) Farrington
4601 Sandy Ridge Road
Columbia SC 29206-1137
H: (803) 782-0202 
C: (803) 360-8347
locsmit@sc.rr.com

FORT GEORGE WRIGHT #4 WR
Spokane, WA
President: Lyle W. Kerns
4105 S. Shaefer Road
Spokane, WA  99206-9511
(509) 926-9251
Maxkerns@gmail.com
Vice President: Donald W. Tesch
P.O. Box 1291
Deer Park, WA  99006-1291
(509) 276-5855
Treasurer: Evelyn Tesch
P.O. Box 1291
Deer Park, WA  99006-1291
(509) 276-5855
Secretary: Dale L. McGraw
624 N Reed St.
Kennewick, WA 99336
doremcgraw@aol.com

Historian: Robert Valen
PO Box 86
Grand Coulee, WA 99133-0086
GEORGE G. FROST #5 ER
NY & North East
President: Bartolo Viruso
116 Harriet Rd.
N. Babylon, NY 11703
(631) 587-0587
viruso8@aol.com

Vice President: Joseph Hampton
735 S Spring Rd
Vineland, NJ 08361-6114
(856) 692-8050
kvetfamily@cs.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Alfred F. Julia
278 Baywood Drive
Baiting Hollow NY 11933-9642
631-208-1973
almer@optonline.net
Editor: Ed Klein
29 Jones Rd
Warwick, NY 10990-2830 
Chaplain: Frank Homme
179 Kemmerer
Nazareth, PA 18064-9069
(610) 759-0668

WASHINGTON DC #7 ER
Washington DC
President: Dave Adams
2109 Mill Rd, #317
Alexandria, VA 22314
(571) 765-0686
7thcavghost@gmail.com

Secretary-Treasurer: Pat Williamson
530 Hemingway Drive
Hockessin DE 19707-1112
Phone: 302-234-3424
army3rdivtanker@gmail.com
NEW ENGLAND #11 ER
Boston, MA
President: John Ferrara
2023 N Hill Rd
Westfield, VT 05874
(802) 744-2771
Secretary-Treasurer: Allan W Earley
48 Maple St.
Sterling, MA  01564-1448
(978) 870-7741
modelt33@msn.com

TOMMY THOMPSON #12 CR
Minneapolis, MN
President: Melvin Ingram, 
517 Newbury St. #211
Ripon, WI 54971 -1428
(920) 748-6381
melvin_ingram@yahoo.com
Vice President: LuVern Solien
3173 Aadland Ave. N.E.
Buffalo, MN 55313
(763) 682-3596
Sec. Treasurer: Jerry Manley
660 Marigold Terrace
Fridley, MN 55432
(763) 571-6963
e-maill: jerrymanley@msn.com

CHARLES D. KING #13 CR
Michigan
President: Richard Faulkner
2954 Mott Avenue
Waterford MI 48328-2639
Phone: 248-231-8730
Vice President: Terry L. Tennant
10611 Gamewood Dr.
South Lyon, MI 48178-9354
(248) 437-6856
cibdoggie@aol.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Amy McKenna
303 Hanover Lane
Brighton, MI 48114
(810) 991-1044
amesmckenna@gmail.com
Quartermaster: Tom Chilcott
1020 Livingston
Brighton, MI 48116
(810) 229 5089

ARIZONA RENEGADE #15 WR
Phoenix, AZ.
President: Hugh R. Duncan
PO Box 1166 
Ash Fork AZ 86320-1166
928-255-3058
azlonghorn@hotmail.com
Vice President: Michael J. Grimes
5634 East Grove Circle
Mesa AZ 85206-6731
480-641-0326
grimesmichael1@cox.net
Secretary-Treasurer: Curtis A. Gentry
12025 N. 61st Drive
Glendale, AZ 85304-2538
623-878-4623
curtis.gentry@gcmail.maricopa.edu

RUSSELL DUNHAM #17 CR
St. Louis, MO
President: Donald R. Coats
626 Santen Drive
Saint Louis MO 63123-7612
314-638-8929
dc3id@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: Cindy Stobie
169 Floralea St
St. Louis, MO 63127-1117
(314) 966-0819
Sec-Treasurer: Winfred W. Kenner
10318 Baptist Church Road
Saint Louis MO 63123-5974
314-843-3808
wimpyk@earthlink.net

GIOVINAZZO-YORK #18 CR
Milwaukee, WI
President: Jerome Daddato
W 4150 Co. Rd. K
Random Lake, WI 53075-1308
(920) 994-2962
daddyo3rddiv@wi.rr.com
Vice President: William J Vanark
N16 W26561 Conservancy Dr B 
Pewaukee WI 53072 5426
(262) 695-0960
wvanark@wi.rr.com
Treasurer: Ed Koleske
1606 North Edgewood Ave.
Appleton, WI 54914-2439
(920) 734-5340
Secretary: Robert L. Meganck
N16 W26577 Wild Oats Dr.
Pewaukee, WI 53072
(262) 695-8369
rmeganck@wi.rr.com
OP Newsletter Editor: Dan Kellett
2465 Castle Circle
Brookfield, WI 53045-1609
DHKellett@milwpc.com

ALBERT MICELI #22 WR
Southern, CA
President: Andrew Scullion
1525 West Oakland Ave., Sp #88
Hemet, CA 92543
(951) 492-0667
ascotsgreys2@aol.com
Vice President: Bruce Monkman
7731 Etiwanda Ave. 
Reseda, CA 91335-2021 
Ph/FAX 818-343-3370
brucemonkman@earthlink.net
Secretary-Treasurer: Martin A. Markley
1357 Sugar Loaf Dr.
La Canada, CA  91011-3919
(818) 790-0962
m.markley@sbcglobal.net

ERIC A. SCOTT #33 CR
Fort Wayne, IN
President: William H. Harris
504 Greenwood Avenue
Michigan City, IN 46360-5426
(219) 872-3273 (H)
(219) 873-4303 (C)
whharris@sbcglobal.net
Vice President: James Satryan
3505 W Torquay Rd.
Muncie, IN 47304-3249
Wurzburg58@hotmail.com
Treasurer: Pending election,
President filling position

AUDIE L. MURPHY #35 CR
President: Joe Ball
2010 Worcester Ln.
Garland, TX 75040
(972) 495-1704
Idball1@msn.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Lynn Ball
2010 Worcester Ln.
Garland, TX 75040
(972) 495-1704
Idball1@msn.com

W. A. SIDNEY #52 ER
President: Daniel Wolfe
1200 Midland Ave
Bronxville, NY 10708
(914) 961-5709
Danielwolfbooks@yahoo.com
Secretary/Treasurer: John Hollier

GOLDEN GATE #54 WR
San Francisco, CA
President: John Shirley
4218 Drake Way 
Livermore, CA 94550-4914
(925) 447-2256 
FAX (925) 447-8835
Jbshirley1@comcast.net
Secretary-Treasurer: Ruth De Bord
18727 Sand De Sac Rd.
Salinas, CA 93907-1325
(831) 663-2690
oz187sns@msn.com

WESTERN RESERVE #57, CR
Ohio
President: Donald Wingerberg
9650 Pebble View Dr.
Cincinnati, OH 45252
(513) 923-1991
E-mail:DLWingerberg@fuse.net
Vice President: Loren E. Bean
801 Caddo Ave.
Akron, OH 44305-1119
(330) 784-4575
christin.bean@sbcglobal.net
Secretary-Treasurer: Richard Martinet
10045 Gardenside Dr.
Waite Hill, OH 44094-6952
(440) 942-9258

FORT BENNING #60 ER
Columbus, GA
President: Paul Gridler 
155 Marcella Avenue
Spanish Fort AL 36527-5411
251-626-1847
paulgridler@bellsouth.net
Vice President: MAJ Harry Irving
8012 Nature Trail
Columbus GA 31904
Cell: 706-575-1430
harry.irving@us.army.mil

Vice President: VACANT
Secretary-Treasurer: Robert D. Bailey
160 Huguley Rd.
Opelika, AL 36804-1891 
(334) 298-8622
Maybob56@bellsouth.net

FORT LEWIS #63 WR
Tacoma, WA
President: James A. Bourgeois
7316 96th Ave., SW
Lakewood, WA 98498-3317
Phone 253-224-0817
Email Jabemk32@aol.com
Vice President: (Open)
Secretary:  James A. Bourgeois
Contact info above

Treasurer: Richard M. Masterson
2022 E. 61st Street
Tacoma WA 98404-4307
(253) 472-7846
COLORADO #88 WR
President: Joe Annello
4588 Springmeadow Ln
Castle Rock, CO 80109-8738
joeannello@comcast.net 
(303) 660-6882
Vice Pres-Sec/Treas: Lou Schindler
8420 Candleflower Cr
Colorado Springs, CO 80920-5761
(719) 531-7209
cibxxx@comcast.net

MARNE ASSOCIATION ER
Ft. Stewart, GA
President: Carl T. Smith
573 Sunshine Lake Rd.
Midway, GA  31320-4473
Work (912) 767-1328
Cell (912) 767-1328
Carl.t.smith@us.army.mil
csm464@yahoo.com
Vice President: Chris Curry
1955 Grantham Rd
Jesup, GA 31546-2833
(912) 767-2990
Secretary: Cecil Greenwell
618 Honey Ridge Ln
Hinesville, GA 31313-5249
(912) 369-3912
cavalrytrooper91@gmail.com  
Treasurer: Ray Egan
314 Wexford Drive
Hinesville, GA 31313-4469
(912) 271-2484
ray.egan@us.army.mil 

EUROPE #5845 ER
President: Monika Stoy
6531 Milva Ln
Springfield, VA 22150-4268
(703) 912-4218
monikastoy@yahoo.com
Secretary/Historian: Tim Stoy
6531Milva Ln
Springfield, VA 22150
(703) 912-4218
timmoni15@yahoo.com

POC in France: Jean-Louis Assayah
10 Rue de Lacoste
84820 Visan, France

Assayah.jean-louis@wanadoo.fr
PH: 033 490 419284

Outpost Register
Society of the Third Infantry DivisionEastern Region (ER), Central Region (CR), Western Region (WR)

Members may transfer to a different outpost. Interested members should send transfer requests to the National Secretary or to their OP Secretaries or other OP officers.
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WORLD WAR I [2 Medals of Honor]
O Aisne
O St. Mihiel
O Champagne-Marne 
O Meuse-Argonne
O Aisne-Marne
O Champagne

WORLD WAR II [37 Medals of Honor]
O Algeria-French Morocco (with arrowhead)
O Tunisia
O Sicily (with arrowhead)
O Naples-Foggia
O Anzio (with arrowhead)
O Rome-Arno
O Southern France (with arrowhead)
O Ardennes-Alsace
O Rhineland
O Central Europe

KOREAN WAR [11 Medals of Honor]
O CCF Intervention
O First UN Counteroffensive
O CCF Spring Offensive
O U.N. Summer-Fall Offensive
O Second Korean Winter
O Korea, Summer-Fall 1952
O Third Korean Winter
O Korea, Summer 1953

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM [1 Medal of Honor]
O Liberation of Iraq
O Transition of Iraq
O Iraqi Governance
O National Resolution
O Iraqi Surge
O Iraqi Sovereignty

CAMPAIGNS OF THE THIRD INFANTRY DIVISION OIF OPERATIONS
u New Dawn (Aug 2010)

u Colmar II (Nov 09)

u Marne Dauntless (May 08)

u Marene Pile-Driver (April 08)

u Marne Rugged (Mar 08)

u Marne Roundup (Feb 08)

u Operation Grand Slam (Feb 08)

u Marne Thunderbolt (Jan 08)

u Marne Courageous (Nov 07)

u Marne Anvil (Oct 07)

u Marne Torch II (Summer 07)

u Marne Avalanche (Summer 07)

u Marne Husky (Summer 07)

u Marne Torch (Summer 07)
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